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Sir Joun 


One ‘of Her Fuflices 
‘Queen’s- Bench. nob 


a 


‘FTE R I had refolved with my. 
felf upon-the Publifhing thefe-Pa- 


pers, foon determined, that there 
as ; no-body. to.whom I could fo properly 
fend them as to Your Self. The Part 
ou had in this Caufe as, Fudge; The Part 
ou were made to bear. by the Infolence.of 
thofe, who not fatisfied with Your Condugt: 
n this Matter, endeavour’d to poflefs.the 


eeded rather from a Disbelief of the Power 
(a 2) of 


orld with an : Opinion, that Your Unwil- « 
ingnefs to come into their Meafures, pro- 


= 
- * 
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DEDICATION. 


of Twift ble Beings, than from any Defici- 
ency.in the Evidence of this particular Cafe 
feem to give You more than a Common 
Intereft in every [hing that has a Ten- 
dency towards ‘clearing up the Darknefs, 
of this are in- 
volved... i 
There has been iinhine, Sir, more in- 
vidioufly urged againft.You, than the Free- 
dom with which You ufed the Cler-oymen, 
‘who were concerned in the Tryal ; ‘and the 
Common-Prayer, which was made to be an 
~ Evidence on the fame Side. I am not fo 
unconcerned for the Credit of thofe Gentle. 
‘men, the Dignity of their Order, or for 
the Excellent Offices of our Church, as tc 
compliment ¥ou at the Expence of any-o 
them.) But'when I confider what unrea 
fonable ‘Influence the’ Opinions of, thefk 
- Perfons, and the Reverence for the Prayer 
‘of the burch had ‘upon the Minds of the 
 apury, and confequently upon the Life that 
mwas‘at-ftake ; it fufficiently juftifies to me 
-endgavouring to the Authorit) 
pf both, ina Cute where e neither could pr 
a to ‘any. 
10 
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among thofe, who are proper Judges 


was “fecretly- concerned ‘to obferve, 
how eafily Men are led into fond and ill- 
srounded Notions, and how faft the 


‘I {uperftitious Fears of ignorant Men begarr 


to revive upon this'Occafion: -And belie- 
ving my felf able to offer fomething which 
might help to rectify thefe Miftakes 
thought | could-not better employ a few 
vacant Hours than to ‘this Purpofe. I 
have endeavoured, Sir; to do Jjuftice to 


Your Fudement ; and | do not defpair, but 


that whoever reads over the Whole, fairly, 
and without Prejudice, will be fo far from 
charging You with too much Remifnefs, 
that, on the other hand, he will find fuff- 
cient Reafon to admire Your great Caution 

and emderne{s, which would not. permit 


You to give up, even a wretched Life, to 


the importunate Fears and Apprehenfions 
of the Coattry. 

I dare not, Sw, prefume to claim to my 
felf, any Merit from this mean Perfor- 
mance; nor think that I have contributed 
any thing towards the maintaining Your 


of 


C, 
) 
}- 
Of 


| = of whatis truly Valuable. Your Integrity 
_ and Wifdom ; Your profound Skill in the 
' Laws of our. Kingdom, and Your fteady 

Zeal for our Church, are, lam fenfible,fo well 
eftablith’d amongft thofe who have the Ho- 
_ mour. to. know You, that they ftand in no 
| need of fo weak a Support as this. All 
| that I can hope for, is, to cool.a little the J 
Perment that, has been raifed upon this 
| Obccafion; and to give You fome fmall 


Affurance that 
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"bumble Servant. 
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BApology. 


| Lthough it is no uncommon thing to appear in 


Publick without Ceremony, yet the Nature of 
this Perfomance is fuch, that 1 cannot but 
be fenfible how great occafou there is for aw 


There are feveral Sorts of Men, who it is likely 
ill expect that I fhould*render fome account of the 
tcafons, which induced me to enter upon this Subjedt. 


[he Firft are thofe who have avery mean Opinion of 


bis Story of Witcheraft ; rhefe- perhaps will be ape 
0 think that I had little to do my felf, and that I ima- 


tined others to have as little, that I could defcend fo 


ow as tu examine a Cafe, which is fo apparently Rt- 
ticulous, as to be beneath the Thoughts of any, but Ig- 


vorant and Superflitious Men. Now with relation to 


befe I muft beg leave to reply. SR 
Firft, Zhat this: Story is not fo apparently Ridi- 

ulous as may be imagined. Some of the Occurrence, 

herein mentioned are undoubtedly true: Others, tho 


perhaps falfe, do yet carry with them a great Shew of * 


redibility ; and as to thofe Confequences which have 
een drawn from them, although indeed they do not 


come 
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~The PREFACE. 
come up to what has been pretended, yet there are fe- 
weral things in. thefe Accounts feemingly fo firange 
and wonderful, as makes them in my Fudgment, not 

wholly the confideration of aWaife Man. 
| It is certain, that bow frivolous foever thefe things 

may appear in the Eyes of thofe who fee them ata 
diftance, they have yet been far otherwife efteem's 
of by thofe who are nearer.to the Scene vi their Tranj- 
attion ; infomuch that.they bave been a flanding Topick 
of Difcourfe, not only amongft the Ignorant and Ilite® y 
rate, but even amongft the wifer and more refined fort «. 
of People, in that Corner, almoft. ever. fince theDa 
wherein they happened... And indeed, when not onl 
the Credit .of a Man of a.confiderable, Station ame 

Character in the World, feemed hereby to be ftruck at 

but alfo the Life of,perbaps, an innocent Perfon wasvin 

imminent danger, it is methinks a thing very.excufat p 

ble in any one to take thefe Matters into fober, andy 7, 

Serious Confideration. ald 
But whatever becomes of this particular 
Jane Wenham, it will, I conceive, be thought a matt o, 
ter of. no [mall concern, to know in general, what ar@ +) 
the true and diftinguifhing Characters of a Witch,an 
what Proofs are fuficzent to fupport a Charge of Witch ; 
craft: againft any one when brought to a Legal Tryak gi 
And this, I bope, may afford me a Second Plea, 
‘urge in defence of my Publifbing.thefe ‘Papers. Fa w 
although I do not pretend te have brought.this Point 
full and pofttive Determimation, (this being not m pi 
 bufine[s at this time) yet I flatter my felf thus fan ve 
that ‘the Reader may find feveral Obfervations: here 
“phich may not be altogether ufele{s to thofe who woul 
think rightly of thefe Matters ; and that thofe whe 
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fe- The PREFACE. vin 
"BE Chance it may be to be concerned, as Juty-men is. fuch 

Cafes as thefe, may fee, bowhard (1 bad almefifaid 
impofible) it is to convill a Witch ; and therebj bead- 
minifhed, how cautious and circum{pett they onght to be, 
left at any time they fhould incur the Guilt of con- 


demning innocent Blood. a4 
If thefe rude Strokes which I have drawn may be an 

‘hE Encouragement to thofe who have greater Abilities to 
handle this’ Subjett with more Exatinefs, I prefumeée 
it would be an Attempt not wholly unferviceable. For 
it is'@ very melancholly thing to confider, what odd Ne- 
tions the generality of ‘Mankind have concerning things 
Mf of this Nature ; and with how little Fudgment they dif- 
‘a charge themfelves when they are called to give their 
Verdills concerning them. Age, Poverty, 
I Perverfe Temper of Mind, are the three principal 
i Ingredients which enter into the Compofition of a Mo- 
dern Witch. One under thefe Circumftances fils the 
Mi whole Parifh where fhe lives with a thoufand extrava- 
‘lh cant Fancies and terrifying Dreams. If any ones Gat 
a tle happen to dye (as they call it) ftrangely ; if any 
one chances to be fick of fome uncommon Diftemper 
in a Word, if any thing falls out which they cannod 
al vive a good account of, prefently thereis Witchcraft im 
1@ the Cafe, and they are for hanging or burning the poor 
Ol Wretch who bas the'misfortune to be fufpected. This 
‘IG fhows, I think, bow neceffary it is, as well, that Peos 
MH ple fhould be better informed, as that they ought nex 
al ver to be encouraged in thefe Extravagancies ; for it 
"4 is hard to fay where the Mifchief will end, if this 
“Ml Fumour be once indulged, and how many wil daily bé 
apprehended and brought to Tryal, upon {ufpicion of 
(b) 


¥ 
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PREFACE 
As to thofe who are determined with themfelves tol \a 
- eonfider all things of this Kind, as mere Figments, orf ny 
\Impoftures, they doubtlefs will elkeem it as an Argu-M is 
ment of great. Weakne{s and Credulity in me, that [91 
could think it worth my while, to take {uch pains. in 
examining the particular Inflance before me. If thefel no 
therefore fhauld expect an Apology, all that I fall fir 
_fay.is, that it would be an Argument of far greater® i 
to attempt to convince them of fuch 
things as they are refolved never to beleive. Neither 
| _ indeed is it my buftne{s to fhew the Reality of the 
 -\tftence of Evil Spirits, and of their Intercourfe with 
Mankind ; and therefore if there be any who defre te 
be fatisfy d herein, I fhall referr them to thofe wha 
have profeffedly treated upon this Subjeét. 
But .there‘are yet .another fort of Men to whom Ai 
think my felf obliged to fay.a Word or Two ; andthey Une. 
thofe who look-upon the Being.of Witches of fuch bu 
Concernment in Religion, that whatfoever has any ten=§ di. 
dency to deftroy. the belief of that; muft of necefity 
weaken the other. The Notion which thefe Men A| 
feems tobe this. That the Exifience as wellof 
Spirits in general, as of Evil Spirits in particulary | Pe 
being of fuch' Importance to be believed, and Witch- 
Ctatt. being as they fuppofe fo ewdent and senfible a 
Demonfiration of both, it feems that any Attempts 
made againft the Latter, is endeavouring to rob Reli- ¥th 
 gton-of one confiderable Guard which fhould fecure it tha 
the Attempts. of propbane and Liceutions Men. 
This. they will ted us is one of the 
Mr. Glas- .-works of Faith, and that when.cace Ue 


Wille. Breach is made here, Religton 
ground apace, and Atheiim ka: 
larger 


, 
> 
| 
é 


larger. Strides: That when once-Men come-to de- 


‘Bis a fair Step and Introduction to fay, THERE 
Is NO GOD... | 
Whether this be a juft way of Reafoning , I fall 
not undertake to determine ; tho’ I muft needs fay, that 
nce Religion ftands upon a far more Solid and Laft- 
ing Kasadutti, it looks a little prepofterous, to fee 
Men inffting upon this, with fo much Heat and Ea- 
gernefs. And therefore, all the Return I have:to. make 
¥- Eto thofe who may think fit to urge this Objection againft 
th me, is, That they are all this while {peaking to a wrong 
taB Body. I am far from attempting to break in upon the 
Outworks. of Rehgion, (af Witchcraft be cals 
led fo) or to invalidate the Force even of the weakeft 
Argument it has to fupport-it felf withal deny 
ey neither the Being of Spirits, nor the Being of Witches, 
Ab but will allow both the one and the otber all the Cre- 


and Authority. can reafonably pretend toy 


then, I defire to be excufed, if I cannot my 
0,8 Affent to every idle Story, and believe that to be am 
Plnftance of Witchcraft, which whimfcal and credulous 
ty EPeople fhall afirm to be fuch. 

- | How important foever the Belief of Witches may 
a Ube fuppos'd to be, 1 imagine, it will receive but little 
from this particular Story ; fince borb 
2 the Facts themfelves, as well as the Conclufions which 
t Bhave been drawn from them, are fuch as. (I fancy ) 
1 will not find an eafy Admittance with Men of Thought 
~\ fand Conftderation. And therefore , I hope I fhall not 
¢ We blamed, for endeavouring to fkow the Vanity of an 
which, if infifted up-n, would (inflead of 
Men over to this O,inion ) expofe it to the 
Con- 


ny there are SPIRITS, or WITCHES, it — ) | 
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to believe every thing that is told them. 


Contempt and Scorn of thofe y who are wot difpofer 


This is all the Apology that I fhall make in De 


- of myself Tf any one now fhould be defirous to fearch 
te the Bottom.of this whole Story, and have fo litth 
to do, as.to look into thefe. Papers, 1 donot whal]ly-de. 
pair of his reaping fome {mall Satisfaction from she 
Perufal of them. If my Fudgment has not been def. 
cient , the Advantages which I have had. above fom 

others that bave wrote on the fame. Side, cannot fail 
of Recommending. this Performance: For it has been 
my Fortune to be placed but a very few Miles diftant 
from the Parifh where thefe Things were: tranfacted ; 
 which,.as it could not but put me upon taking them in. 
‘to.a:more ferious Examination , fo it bas given mean 
Opportunity of Informing my felf fome: material 
 Cirtumftances, which (it may be prefumed ) thofe 
"who were more remote could not be fo well acquainted 
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f with thae Care and Application that is requifite, ig 


I ry does not feem fo clear to me, as to admit of no 
| Scruple. Many Things there are, which are not fo 
plainly prov'd as could be wifh’d ; many taken up upe 


¥, ver fo certain in Mit » do yet feem to have bue 


The Cafe the 
W itcheraft confided, &c, 


F T ER the great Duft that has of late been 
raifed by the pretended Witchcraft of Fane 
Wenham, the Reader will not, I conceive, 

_ be furprized to find me enquiring into a Sto- 

ry of fo peculiar a Nature. 

I have been for a long time very Curious to know 
the Truth of thofe many Reports, that have been 
raifed upon that Subjeé& ; and was glad at length to 
find, that we were not left wholly to rely upon the 
Authority of the credulous and unthinking Multitude:; 
being very fenfible how many Circumftances of Im+ 
portance might by that means very eafily have heer 
loft in’ the carrying, how many more forg’d andin- 
vented , or taken up without a fufficient Examination 


of the Grounds upon which they ftand. 
I have read over Mr. Bragge’s Narrative, and I think 


order to difcover, as well the Credibility of the Mate: 
ters themfelves, as alfo the Foundation that is in them \ 
to fupporre that Charge of Witchcraft which has been 


fixed upon this ‘fame Wenham ; but after all the Care 


and Pains that I have taken to fatisfy my felf, the Ste- 


on little or no Foundation; and all of them, tho’ ne- 
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little Force, with regard to the Proof of thofe Things 
to which they have been apply’d. 

“So that notwithftanding all that this Author has at- 
tempted, in order to convince the World of the Wirch- 
craft of this Woman, I am (for my own part) very 
much in the dark concerning it: I fee no Foundation 
for his Affurance ; and find my felf ftill €as to thofe 
Matters ) in the fame Degree of Scepticifm as_I was 
before.. 4 

It is not, in the mean time, the Defign of thefe Pa- 
pers, in the leaft to oppofe the Poffibility of the Be- 
ang of Witches in General. So far I am from that, 
that I am very inclinable to believe, there maybe 
fuch Perfons in the World. I will not pretend to de- 
termine the Extent of the Devil’s Power over us ; nor 
to fay how far it is poffible, or not poffible, for any 
one to maintain.a Correfpondence and Familiarity 

with him. My Bufinefs is only co examine into the 
particular Cafe before us, in order to fatisfy my felf 
how far Mr. Bragge has made out the Thing he pre- 
tends to prove ; viz. That Jane Wenham is guilty of 
that Witchcraft which bas been charg’d upon her. 

This is, in fhort, the whole Defign of the follow- 
ing Enguiry ; in which [ fhall endeavour to proceed as 
clearly and fairly as may be. Whatever occurs in his 

_ Narrative that is material, fhall be. confider’d ; what- 
ever is attefted by fufficient Evidence, fhall be admit- 
- ted.; and whatever Force it has to prove the Matter 
now in Debate, fhall be readily granted. In a word, 
‘» The Reader may expeé& to meet with all that Fairnefs 
and Impartialicy, that may be thought reafonable in 
‘one, who defires only to be well inform’d, and who de- 
_ figns freely to give up,upon juft and reafonable Grounds 
_of Conviction. : 
- But before I enter upon this Bufinefs, ic will be ne- 
ceflary to take notice, ‘That here are Two Quettions 
which ought to be carefully diftinguifhed. The Firft 
is, Whether thefe Matters of Fact, they are 
fea, 
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lated, do argue any. thing really preternatural ; or where- 
in the Alfiftance of fome Evil Spirit w meceffarily Required ? 
The other ; Whether or no, this being granted, there 
be fufficient Reafon to conclude, That Jane Wenham # 
at all concerned in the Cafe? Thefe Two Quettions, I 
fay, muft be diftinguifhed ; becaufe they aré really 
very different from each other. For it does by no 
means follow, That becaufe Anne Thorn, or Anne Street, 


have done and fuffered ftrange Things by the Power — 


and Malice of the Devil, that. therefore Fase Wenham 


has been employ'd by the Devil, as an Inftrument in | 


thefe Matters.- 
Another Thing which I fhall here once for all ac- 
quaint the Reader with, is, That in fearching our the 
Truth of thefe Relations, I fhall make no manner of 
Account of the Teftimonies of Matthew Gilffon, Anne 
Thorn, or Anne Street, any further than as they comé 
back’d and confirm’d with Authority of indifferent and 
credible Witneffes. And for this, I think, there is the 
greateft Reafon in the World. For, in the firft-place, 
thefe are the Perfons principally concern’d in. this 
Witcheraft, and therefore if there be any Defigtr of Cheat 
or Impofture, it can no where be fo much fufpecéted as 
in them. And then befides, the Two latter are evi- 
dently very much difturbed in their Imaginations, (’tis mo 
matter how) and for that Réafon, I think, there can 
but little Credic be given to what they fay, efpecially 
to what they relate as done whilft their Fits were upon 
them. This therefore is but a reafonable and neceffary 
Scruple ; and which, if Mr. Bragge had well confi- 
der’d of before-hand, might have made him more cau- 


tious in this Account which he has given us : For I © 


find, there are many Facts, and thofe of Confe- 
qguénce too, which he has related as undoubted Truths, 
and for no other Reafon that I can find, but becaufe 
they told him fo, 
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Thefathings being briefly premifed, I come now ¢6 

examine a little into the Matters contained in this Nar- 

tative: In the doing which, I fhall follow them (as near 

as | can) in the fame Order in which they ftand, tho 
fhall not trouble my felf to cranfcribe the entire Srories, 
efiring my Reader to lay Mr. Bragge’s Papers before 

him, and to have recourfe to them as often as occafion 
fhall require. 


The firft Story is that of Matthew Gilfon, who, it 
feems, was fent by this ‘Fane Wenham to Munders-bill for 
a Pennyworth of Straw, ee. Now here, in the’ firft 
place, I would defire to know what Certainty we have 
of the Matters contained in this Relation? Did any 

‘one fee this Old Woman that came to him at the Barn- 


‘door? Did they bear her ask him for a Pennyworth of 


Straw ? Further ; Did any one /fe this Boy at Adunders 
bill ? Did they ee him come’ home with Straw in his 
Shire? I Gannot find any Anfwer to thefe material 
.  -Qtieftions. We are told indeed, * That fome 
* Difcevery, Perfons {aw thes Matthew Gilfton running 
p. 3 o# this Fool's Errand: But who were thefe Per- 
 _ . fons, and when did they fee him? Were 
they Perfons of Hemel and Credit? Did they fee him 
going to or from Munders-bill? And did they know what 
- was the Occafion of his. going ¢ All thefe things are very 
material Points, and fhould have been clearly made out, 
_ had Mr. Bragge a mind that any one fhould have believed 
_ this Story befides himfelf: And therefore becaufe he has 
Given us no manner of Account of thefe Matters, 
a think we have reafon to conclude, either that he 
fould.not ; or elfe that he has not been fo exad in his 
Relation as he ought to have been, But admitting all 
this.to be true, I do not fee what Proof he will be ab! 
+o draw from hence, to fiupport his pretended Witcheraft. 
For, may not an Old Woman ask a Boy for ua 
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May not this Boy refufe to. give.it ? miay-he fot 


afterwards run away: from his Work, and alt this wich- 
out Conjuration ? But why, you will fay, to Maunders-bill 2 
Why, to ftuff his Shirt with Straw ?. Why to rufthrough 
Rivers, Ditches, and all that comes in his way? What 
Account can be given of all thefe odd and extravagant 
Whimfies? Why truly, I muft fay, no very good one, that 
[canfee. The Story is, I muft own, odd enough; but I 
think it does not immediately follow, that all thiscannot 
be done without Witchcraft. Cannota filly, idle Boy, grow 
lazy, and have Tricks in his Head, without being be- 
holden to the Devil for his affiftance? If all the freakifo 
Tricks that Boys play mutft be afcribed to Sorcery; there 
will never be Wanting Materials, to furhifh out as many 
Books of Witchcraft, as Mr. Bragge, has Leifure and In- 
clination to write. 


_ But let us give the Devil his due, if this be fo, and 
fuppofe for once that it was all his Roguery ; how is 
Fane Wenham all this while any way concerned in this 
Relation ? A poor Old Woman asks a Boy for Straw 3 
the Boy denies her, and immediately after the Devil 
(for fo we are now taught to fuppofe) feizes him ; there 
fore ‘Fane Wenham has betwitched him. A very pithy 
Argument this indeed! But pray, where is the Con+ 
nexion of this Reafoning ? Does the Boy fo much as 
know that it was fase Wenbam that asked him for Straw? 
He fays no fuch thing, but only in general Terms that 
it was an Old Woman. But granting that this Old Woman 
was Fane Wenham ; does it therefore follow that fhe was 
the Qccafion of his Running ? I would fain know from 
Mr. Bragge, by what Rules of Logick this Argument can 
be made good ; and fhould think my felf very much ob+ 
lized to him, if in the next Edition of his Narrative he 


would redugg it into the Form of Sylogi/m, 


~ 
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But perhaps we may meet with better Luck than this 
in the next Relation. Anne Thorne, 2 Young Woman 
of about 16 Years, has a Fancy torun for Sticks, as the 
other had for Straw: But hefe, ic feems, the Devil is 4 
little modeft, and contents himfelf wich Stripping her 
of her Gown and Apron only. However, fhe runs, it 
feems, half a Mile right out,’ and in the {pace of 6 or 7 
Minutes brings home a Bundle ; and all this too when 
her Knee was juft Sett, having, ic feems, been lately put 
out. But here again we find many things wanting, 
which:are too material not to have been enquired into, 
or if known, not to have been related. Mr. Bragge 
tells us, that fhe run a Mile in the Space of about Se- 
ven Minutes. But how does this app@ar? Did Mr. 
Gardiner compute ithe time by his Clock or Watch ? The 
Story does not fay he did, and I am very apt'to think 
he did not ; for he having no fufpicion before hand of 
Anne Thorn’s running for Sticks, ic is not likely he fhould 
have been fo curious unlefs he had fome other Reafon 
for it. Well then, did he fpeak by guefs only, or ac- 
cording tothe beft of. bis Fudgment ? If that be the Cafe 
(as feems to me moft likely) I do not.well fee how Mr. 
Gardiner, or any one elfe under thofe Circumftances, 
could be fo exad& as to afcertain the time that had pafs'd 
to Six or Seven Minutes. Mr. Gardiner was in the Par- 
Jour converfing with his Wife and Friend, for which 
it is natural‘enough to fuppofe, that he could 
not be fo accurate'as to point of Time, but that Six or 
Seven Minutes more might flip away without his obfer- 
wation. Now Six or Seven Minutes, through a very 
fmall miftake in Mr. Gardiner, will make very confide- 
rable:alceration in the prefenr Cafe ; for this being once 
fuppofed, the timesin which Asne Thorn run this Mile 
‘will amount to very near a quarter of an Hour, and 


_ . then her running will (inftead of Eight) be at the Rate 


of about Four Mile an Hour : a Swiftnefs which I 
think may very well be accounted for without the Pow- 
erof Withcraft, 


But 
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But to goon, How are we affured that this Maid run 
as far as Hackney- Lane? Did any Body fee her at the Place 
where fhe is faid to have gathered the Sticks? I can- 
not find by any thing here related that they did. All 
that we are told is, Twoof John Chapman’s 
Men faw her running that way up the Hill, butitis P. ¢. 
not faid how far the Tree where fhe had the | 
Sticks, is from that Place where thefe Men faw her ; fo 
that for any thing we are told to the contrary, the 
Girl might not be above half way to the Place where 
fhe is faid to have got her Sticks, and might foon after 
gather them up and come running back again : And if 
this be true,then this wonderful Story will ftill admiic of 
amore eafy Solution. All thefe Circumftances there- 
fore Mr. Bragge ought well to have examined into, and 
particularly {pecify d in his Narrative. It is not guelling 
or talking at random that can do the Bufinefs. Thefe 
are Points very material ; and the unaccountablenefs of 
the whole Story (and confequently the Witchcraft) 
does abfolutely depend upon them. But this is not the 
only Inftance we have of this Author’s Exadatnefs. 

But becaufe it is neceflary not to infift with him too 
much upon Niceties,put theCafe that, dane Thorn did real 
ly run juft fo far,and in juft the fame time that he would 
have it to be, I do not yer after all this fee how ie 
proves the thing, he would infer from ir; It is no fuch 
wonderful thing for one to run Eight Miles in an Hour, 
that we muft needs call in the Devil to his affiftance. 
How many are there that can run (I {peak modeftly): 
Nine or Ten? But to deal ingenioufly ; I am not very 
forward to think Anne Thorn is {fo nimble a Racer ? But 
then it deferves, I think, to be confidered, whether or 
no her Diftemper or Fits (whatever you will call ir) 
might not furnifh her with fuch Powers and Abilities 
as Nature had refufed to give her. It would be a thing 
incredible, had we not daily Inftances of it before our 
Eyes, how much the Mufcular Force may be inerea- 
fed by Nervous Diforders, What a prodigious ftrength 
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do we fee in diftraé&ted Perfons ? How common is it fo 
weak and helplefs Women, when in an Hyferical Fit 
to exert themfelves in fuch violent Struglings, as that 
Three or Four ftout Men fhall hardly be able to re 
ftrain them? Thefe are Obfervations which no body 
can bea Stranger to, and which are not fo vaftly di. 
ftant from this prefent Cafe, ‘as may perhaps be ima. 
gined. For what is Running, I would know, 
{wife and violent motion (principally) of the lower 
Limbs ? And how is this done but by the force of the 
Mofcles that aétuate thofe Parts ? If therefore the 
ftrength of any other part may be fo much augmented 
by a Natural Diftemper, as we have before obferved, 
why may not the fame be faid of thofe whereof we 
are now {peaking, fo that a Perfon who can in‘a Natu- 
ral State run not above Two Miles an Hour, may, by 
an increafe of the Mufcular Force, in a Double, Treble, 
or Quadruple Proportion, be enabled to run Four, Six, 
or Eight. This is a very natural and eafy Suppofition ; 
neither do we want an Inftance to confirm it, if the 
Reader will credit an Account lately given me by a 
Perfon of great Worth and Integrity, viz. Of a Boy, 
who ran with a prodigious Swiftnefs, from no other 
evident Caufe but a Diftemper of this Nature. 
But I forefee that it may here be objected, that Anne 
'' Thorn’s Knee having been fo lately put out, it feems 
impoffible, that that part fhould have been capable of 

fo violent a Motion, how much foever the moving 
_ force may be fuppos’d to have been increafed. Very 
like fo! But Iam not fo eafily fatisfy’d, that her Knee 
was ever out at all ; and am inclined rather to believe 
that it was no more than Strained. Mr. Bragge indeed 
has at the end of his Narrative given us a Certificate 
from one William Green, whom heis pleafed to call the 
Surgeon that fet Anne Thorn’s Knee, which tells us that 
§¢ was really out of Joint. But who is this William Green 
who attefts this? By Mr. Bragg’s calling him a Surgeon, 


the Reader may perhaps look upon him as fome confi- 
derable 


| 

CO 
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derable Body ; that he has ferved Seven Years at Se, 
Thomas's Hofpital, and underftands what he pretends to 
very well. But it is very fit he fhould be inform’d here, . 
that he is an ignorant Pretender ; one who does not un- 
derftand the Bufinefs of Chirurgery half fo well as he 
does Farming, which I am told is his proper Employ- 
ment. 

-I my felf can give the Reader one Specimen of his 
extraordinary Judgment, in the Cafe of a Gentleman 
who had the Misfortune. to-diflocate-his Collar-bone ; and 
altho’ the Diflocation was fo vifible, that any ong¢ 
might difcern it; yet this wife Son of Apollo could ne- 
ver be perfuaded that it was fo,, till it was too late to 
reduce it ; fo that the Bone is out of Joint to this Day, 
Now he chat could be deceived in fuch an Inftance as 
that, and fay that the Bone was not out, when it fo 
apparently was, may (Ithink) aseafily be deceiv’d in this 
and fay that Anne Thorne’s Knee was out, when really 
it was not. But there is one Circumfance in this 
very Story, which is Demonftration to me, that Anne 
Thorne’s Knee was not really out of Joynt. Mr, Greens 
tells us, thac after he had fet this Knee , Anne Thorne 
was very lame, and not able to walk: And yét 

Mrs. Gardiner, but the very next Morning, P.¢.. 
could think her well enongh to go to a Neighbour's aa 
Houfe to fetch Peafe. This fhows then, that by the next 
Morning fhe was able to go tolerably well ; for. other- 
wife I do not think Mrs. Gardiner would have been fo 
unreafonable as to have put her upon it. But was it 
ever yet heard of, that a Perfon who had diflocated her 
Knee, fhould .be able to go of fuchan Errand, when 
it had been fet at moft but 24 Hours before? I have 
talk’d with fome who are good Judges of this Matter, 
and they all agree, That had the Cafe been wat fo, 
fhe would not by that time have been able fo mitch as 
to have fet her Foot upon the Ground ; and that Peo= © 
ple under thofe Circumftances, are not able to walk 
under 6, 8, or 19 Days Confinement, If Mr. Bragge 

fhould 
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fhould pretend that fhe went for thefe Peafe too, by the 


Power and Affiftance of the Devil; I muft confefs, I 


‘know not well how I fhould be able to difprove that. 


But he muft be very cautious of faying this, left he 
sig Mrs.: Gardiner a Witch, as well-as Fane Wen- 

am. . 

_ But it may be urged further ; That granting it to be 
true that her Knee was no more than drained yet that 
even then it feems very unlikely, that fhe fhould be ca- 

able of running fo foon ; becaufe of the violent Pain, 
which would neceffarily have attended fuch a Motion. 
But I anfwer; That the Diforder which Anne Thorne 
was under from the Fit which was then upen her,might 
fo far divert and fix her Thoughts at that time, as to ren- 


der her wholly infenfible of any Pain, or at leaft ftu- 


pify her fo much, as to make her not unwilliing to com- 
ply with that Humour of Running. It is what we fee in 
many Inftances, That when the Mind is deeply engag’d 
upon one particular Object, the Senfes are as it were 
bound up, and the Exercifes of their refpedctive 
Faculties fufpended for fome time. But to what 
purpofe , you will fay, fhould fhe run; or what 
fhould move her to this extravagant Whimfy ? Why fhe 
her felf has given us a very good Account of that. She 


found, fhe fays, a Roaming in her Head, and {he thought he 
| muft of Neceffity run fomewhere. ‘That is to fay, She was 


a little befides her felf; her Thoughts were unfettled, 
her Imagination difturb'd , and fo fhe runs a Gadding 
as other diftraéted Folks are wont to do, fhe knows 
neither for what, nor where. Iam very confident, the 
Reader will not think it an Obje&tion againft me , that 
I cannot give a precife Account of every Whim, that 
comes in the Heads of Vapour’d and Brainfick Wenches ; 
for thefe not proceeding from any Principle of Reafon, 
are not therefore the Subje@ of Rational Enquiry. 
---Que res 
Nec modum bhabet neq; concilium ratione modoq; 

Trabari non Horace. 
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and therefore he very handfomely expofes. the Folly 


©’ § of attempting to bring fuch things as thefe to any cer- 
tain Rule or Meaf{ure, 

e 


Hec fi 
Mobila G circa fluttantia Sorte pararet 
Reddere certa fibi, nibilo plus explicet ac fi 


: | Infanire paret, certa Ratione modoque. 

. Horat. Sat. 2. 

‘ We have now confidered this Story as to the Truth of 
» Bf this Fa@, and alfo how far it isan Argument of fome- 


thing Preternatural, The Deficiencies are fo very ree 
eB markable with refpe& to both, that the Reader can- 
not but have obferved them. Let usnow confider how 
far, fuppofing this to be Diabolical, Fane Wenham is 
- Bconcerned init. With relation to this we are told, 
That when Anne Thorn was got as far as Hackney-Lane, 
foe faw a little Old Woman muffled up in a Riding- 
© B Hood, “who ask’d her whither fhe was going, &c. But 
© Bwhy does Mr. Bragge tell us all this? Why! Forno 
at BR other Reafon that I can fee,bur becaufe Anne Thorne has 
aC B told bim fo. ButI have before obferved, that what fhe 
fays is not in the leaft to be depended upon. Mr. Bragge 
appeals to Two of fohn Chapman’s Men for the Truth of — 
this whole Story ; but very unreafonably: For after 
aS B Anne Thorn was-got paft them,as they were going down 
the Hill they no more of her, and confequentrly 
1B Ban be no Evidence for what paffed afterwards ; fo that 
Fic might, notwithftanding any thing that Fobm Chap- 
1€ Biman’s Men have affirmd, be only the Suppofition of a 
aC Fancy. And fo indeed I am apt to think ic was; 
a Fora little while after, we find this poor Wretch with 
$40 Mr. Chauncy and Thomas Ireland at her Heels, running 
My fagain upon the fame Errand. Here again when | 
fhe comes home fhe tells the fame Story of the P. 8, 
Old Woman ; bur neither of the other Two that 
1 can find fay any thing at allof her. They faw in- 

| B2 | deed 


nd 


"at 


deed Anne Thorn put forth her Hand towards the Hedge, 


as if fhe reached for fomething ; but fo fhe might very 
well, and at the fame time neither fee nor take any 
thing but the Sticks which fhe was gathering. It may 
be faid perhaps, that this Old Woman being behind 
the Hedge ic might not be poflible for either of thefe 
_ Two Perfons to fee her, they themfelves being like- 
wife behind the Hedge (as we are left toguefs) on the 
other fide of the Way. But it is here very wonderful 
to me, that our noble Knight-Errant, who upon all 
other Occafions fhew’d himfelf fo refolutely brave, did 
not now fpring forth out of his Ambufcade, and ens 
deavour to feize this Hag of an Enchantrefs. Surely, 
had I been he, when I faw Anne Thorn putting forth 
her Hand asif fhe reach’d for fomething, I would for 
once have ventur’d my Carcafs, and feen whether any 
Body had been to be found behind the Hedge or not. 
But after ail, notwithftanding it is poflible that this Old 
Woman might have been hid behind the Hedge, this 
will do Mr. Bragge no great fervice. For here it feems 
was fomething {aid by thisOld Woman to Anne Thorn,viz. 
That fhe need not come any more for Sticks. Very ftrange | 
That an Old Woman fhould come and talk to this Girl, 
and no Body fo much as /ee or hear any thing of her, 
~ when the Girl was at the fame time under guard of 
Two Men, who had followed her clofe at the Heels to 


dq P keep her from doing her felf any mifchief.In fhort, Mr. 


Bragge has given us no manner of reafon to think, 
that there was any Old Woman at all feen by Anne 
Thorn : It was therefore probably a pure Whim, and 
Figment, of a wild and diftraé&ed Imagination, without 
any manner of truth or reality in it. . 
But fuppofing here for once, that this was more than 
bare Delufion ; Who was this Old Waman, I would 
fain know, who was behind the Hedge ? Does Anne 
Thorn fay that it was Fane Wenham? She fays no fuch 
ching that I can find, but only with Matthew Gilfton 


that it was an Old-Woman ; but fhe knows not who. ft 
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«PVicch, cries Mrs. Gardiner, and then throws Sticks, 


Further yet, fuppofing it were Fane Wenham, how does 
it from hence appear that fhe was any ways inftrumen- 
talin fending her upon this foolifh Errand ? Might not 
‘tane Wenham meet her accidentally in that place ? 
Was it not.natural enough for her, feeing the Wench 
in fuch violent hafte, to ask her whither fhe was going ? 
Might fhe not, being perhaps accuftomed to Hedge- 
breaking her felf, be able to inform her, that there 
were no Sticks to be had at Cromer? And might fhe 
not too, feeing fhe had nothing to bind up her Sticks 
in, bid her pull off her Gown, or feeing her pull it off 
of her own accord, give hera Pin to faften it with ? 
As ftrange and wonderful as all chis is, I think ic may 
be done without Sorcery ¢ | | 
But it feems this Wenches Head run all this while 
upon ‘Fane Wenham: Well, and what then ? . Does it 
therefore neceffarily follow from thence, that Fane 
Wenham had bewitched her? Cannot a crack-brain’d 
Creature think of any one, but prefently he muft be 
Witch or Wizzard ? Mr. Bragge ought to be verv care- 
ful how he follows this Argument too clofely; the 


:BConfequences being very dangerous. If this be true, 


the poor innocent Sweetheart may be called in to bear 
fnacks with ‘fane Wenham in this Conjuration ; he, ’tis 
more than probable, run much in the Girls Head too, 
and for any thing I cantell may be the greateft Sorce- 


-frer. But be that as it will ; it is no great wonder that 


he poor Girl finding her felf in an odd Condition,and ~ 
hearing every Body’s Mouth opened againft this Fane 
Venham, fhould begin to think her felf in i2 handling, — 
and be ready enough too to lay it upon the Back of 
fane Wenham.. ‘This may be fuppofed, and I think 
ithout much ftraining ; and this will be reafon enough 
hy this Fame Wenham fhould be thus continually run- 
ne inherHead. _ 


But to clinch the matter home, here comes a very 
range and furprizing Accident. We will burn the Old 


Pin 
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 Pinand all into the Fire.Immediately in comes Fane Wen. 
bam with a Lyein her Mouth. But how does Mr. Bragge 
know that ‘ane Wenham told a Lye, when fhe told Goody 
Thorne, that fhe muft go to Ardley-Bury, to Wafh the next 
— Day? Why, becaufe it feems-he had made Enquiry atf 
Ardley-Bury: i.e. fuppofe he-had made Enquiry: of Sir 
_ Henry Chauncy whether or no they were to Wafh the néxt 
Day ; and whether Mother Wenham was fent with any 
fuch Mefflage to Goody Thorne. If I am miftaken, 
Mr. Bragge muft thank himfelf for ic. He fhould have 
told us whom this Enquiry was made, that we might 
have feen whether or no they were Perfons that were 
likely to know any thing at all of the Matter. But 
paffling by all this ; how does Mother Wenham’s coming 
in with a Lye in her Mouth, prove her to be a Witch? 
Why, fhe came in juft when the Sticks and Pin werea 
burning. Perhaps fo: And fo might Mr. Bragge him- 
for any thing I can tell to the contrary... Might# 
not any Perfon accidentally do the fame thing ? And 
-muft he, for that Reafon, be certainly concluded a 
Sorcerer? Had fhe been obferved to do this feve- 
ral times fucceflively, that perhaps would have gone 
fome way -towards the proving it more than Ghance. 
But inftead of this we find the contrary: For 
P. 8. a little after we are told there were miore Sticks 


_ burnt upon the fame Occafion, and yet no Fane : 
' Wenbam appeared, that I can find by the Relation. All” 


the Difference here to be obferved, is, That whereas in 
the former Story the Sticks and the Pin were burnt to-fP/ 
gether ; in the latter the Pin was lefe'in the Gown. If 
_ know not what ftrefs may be laid upon this ; but,.for my 
part, he that can draw a poor decrepid old Wretch out 
of her Chimney-corner, in cold Weather too, merely 
by the burning of a Pin, I fhould look upon him to be 
the greateft Conjurer of the two. . 
_ And now Ihave done with the firft Story relating tof?” 
Anne Thorne ; which I have been the more particular in, 
becaufe I fuppofe it to be one of the principal Pillars 
whereon 
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hereon Mr. Bragge endeavours to fupport his Suppofi- 


any things wanting in this Narrative that are neceffa- 
xy co render the Story compleat: And that even grant- 
ng it to be as true as Mr. Bragge can deiire, there is no 
rreat Foundation for thofe Inferences which he has 
been pleafed to draw from it. Let us now therefore go 
on to the reft, and fee if we can find out any thing that 
may be more to the Purpofe. 
Ican find nothing now worth taking notice of till 
e come to Page 6. where we find Anne Thorne in ano- 
ther Fit, running (if fhe could) for more Sticks, and 
leaping over a Five-barr'd Gate. Let us fee what can be 
made of this Story. Anne Thorne is in a Fit, fhe runs 
out of doors in a great Hurry; and meeting with a 
Five-barr’'d Gate in her way, fhe {crambles over it very 
nimbly fome way or other, we know not how. A 
ighty Thing indeed this, for a Spirit of fuch “a 
Power and Wifdom (Cunning I fhould have called Par. 2. 
t) as the Devil is go concern himfelf ButI Obj.2. 
vould defire the Reader here a little to confi- . 


one 
jer, whether or no'this Leaping of Mr. Bragge’s might 
“5 ot be (as I faid) Scrambling? No, he fays; for Mrs. 


ardiner and many Others faw her /eap: But.who were 
hefe feweral Others? Were they honeft Men? And did 
hey obferve exactly how fhe got over? _I do not find — 
hus much in his Accounts; and therefore as to thefe 
By-/Eanders, let them be fo ftill. Well, but it feems Mrs. 
Gardiner faw her leap: If fhe did, I will believe ic ; but 
e, as Lam told, fays no fuch thing, only that fhe got 
ver fome how or other very nimbly. Neither do the other 
erfons, that I can hear, agree in their Accounts ; fome 
aying that fhe /eaped, and others that fhe leaned ber felf 
pon the Top of the Gate, and fo threw her felf over. But 
o pleafure Mr. Bragge, we will for once put in the word 
Leap. He fays then, that Anne Thorne leaped over this 
ate. Very well: But what does he mean by Leaping ? 

| Why 


Bion of Witchcraft. It is evident, I think, that thereare — 
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— gng-and Climbing, or Leaping and Scrambling be the fame, 


and fowears, that fhe went over a nimbly as a Greyhounk 


Why that we may pretty well guefs at, when we Cott 


to confider the Notion he has of Vaulting. ‘Now by 


at this [ find he underftands no more than 
Comp. ~.4- Climbing. Anne Thorne tells us, that when 
with p.6. fhe was running to Hackney-Lane, fhe Climb. 
ed over a Four-barr’d Gate. He tells us, 
that the Gate which Anne Thorne now Leaped over, was 
the fame that fhe had before Vaulted over ( meaning, | 


fuppofe, the very Gate the fpoke of). Now, becaufe it 


is not civil to fuppofe either Anne Thorne, or Mr. Bragge, 
to be under a Miftake ; it muft therefore be granted, 
that according to Mf. Bragge’s Account, Vaulting and 
Climbing amount to much the fame thing. If then 
Vaulting is the fame with Climbing, why may not Leap. 


fince it is plain that Leaping and Vaulting are the very 
fame? Well; but whatever may be made of this Re 
lation, as it is here fet down ; it is, it feems very cer 
tain, that Anne Thorne did leap. For we are told, 7.8 
that Mr. Arthur Chauncy and Thomas Ireland accompany 
ing her from Stick-gathering, they would have forced he 
through the open Gate; but that, notwithftanding all their E 

avours, {he was forced over that which was {hut, with a 
incredible {wiftne/s. But all this time we are not toll 


‘whether fhe leapt f2irly and cleanly over, or whether tha 
.* Jaid her Hands, or any other Part of her Body, upon th 


Gate. Now if this were all, this might be done wit 
a very great (and what Mr. Chauncy perhaps would cal 
an incredible) {wiftnefs ; and that without a Miracle 
But at p.26. comes in this Mr. Arthur Chauncy again 


That might be, and nothing wonderful in it neither 
for I have fometimes feen a Greyhound go over a Gat 


very foberly, and now and then taking the Top of thi S 
Gare in his way: Nay, but fhe went over # nimbly « 
ever he {aw a Greyhound leap over {uch a Gate. It may peg G 
be pleafant enough to Mr, Chauncy to or Mf di 

Bragge to relate, how young Wenches can flirt over Bay I | 
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| 
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Cry) 


and Gates ; but I:am forry it was /2worn to. A Man ought 
to be more cautious when he fpeaks to the Truth of.a 
Faa&, which in its Confequences, may affect the Life of 
any Perfon, than when he relates q pleafant Story only 
for his own or his Company’s Diverfion. And yet by 
his Manner of exprefling himfelf, Mr. Chayncy feems to 
have forgot the Place he was in, and.to have told this 
Story in the fame merry. and figurative Manner, that he 
would have done over.a Glafs of Wine. i 
But we will now fuppofe what Mr. Bragge would have, 
and admit. that Auue Thorne did really /eap over this Gate, 
and with any {wiftnefs chat he can defire, (lefs I mean 
than that of a Greyhound in his full-fpeed); We will, 
I fay, admit all this, and fee what Account can be gi- 
ven of this Matter. I have before given,.my Opjnion 
concerning the Bufinefs of Anue Thorne’s Running, viz, 
that it might poflibly be occafioned by an Augmenta- 
tion of the Force of Mufcular Motion from Common 
m Caufes. Now if the Force of the Mufcles may be fo 
much increafed this way, as roenablea Perfon to run with 
four times the {wiftnefs (or more ) that he ufwally can, 
why may not the fame thing be faid of Leaping, fince 
that dep¢nds mainly upon the Motion of the fame Parts? 
§ Infomuch that a Perfon who can leap any given Heighth | 
@ with a given Velocity, may be enabled by the Augmén- 
@ tation of that. Force, to leap at any Rare proportionable 
to that Augmentation? J fee no manner of Difficulty 
in this Suppofition ; nor. will any one, I believe, who 
underftands any thing at all of the Animal Oeconomy, 
And although it is nor fo often that we meet with Cafes. 
m of this Natur¢; yet what I have faid is, I hope, enough 
to fhow the Thing poflible ; and that chere is rhereforg 
fuch Neceflity upon thisOccafion to have recourle to 
By this time, | hope, we are got over this Five-barr’d 
Gate, tho’. cannot fay wich the fame Eafe and-Expe- 
diction ‘chat Aune Therne is faid to have done. However, 


sat I think we are fafely Landed on che other-Side, and 
| withoue 


| 

| 

4 

Uu 

j 


( 18) 
without frainine ourfelves fo much, but that we can 
without much trouble proceed to the following Parts of 
the Narracive. I fhall only ftop here a while, whilft I 
confider how far ‘fase Wenham is concerned in this Mat- 

ter. 

Now for this, we are told, (p.6.) That in the be 
bau x Of Anne Thorne’s Fit, fhe made Signs to Jane Wen- 
am’s Howfe; and afterward (p. 7.) when her Diforder 
was over, and fhe had taken a little Reft, That fhe war 
Proigly prompted to go to Jane Wenham’s Hou/e, faying, She 
spould have fome of her Blood. That accordingly fhe did 
‘Fane Wenbam’s, and accufed her as being the Caufe 
of ber Torments ; and more Words to that purpofe. This ig 
all chat I can find with relation to this Story, that fixes 
this fiippofed Witchcraft upon ‘Fane Wenham. But bes 
caufe thefe are Circumftances, which frequently occur 
throughout this whole Narrative, I fhall, to prevent Re- 
- petitions, referve them to be confidered by themfelves 
afterwards. ‘The fame I fhall do with regard to the 
Maid’s Recovery out of her Fits, immediately upon Jane 

Wenham’s coming to ber, Jane Wenham’s Confejfion, &c. 


We are come now to Three Informations more, gi- 
ven in before Sir Henry Chauncy ; Where the firft that 


occurs is that of Sufan Aylott, who depos’d, That abour§’ 


42 Years ago, laft Chriftinas, fhe was fent for to the Wife of 
Richard Harvey, who was then in a very ftrange Condition. 
That, as [oon as fhe came thither, Jane Wenham, havin 
ohowed her, went under the Window, and cried out, Why i 
they let this Creature lye here? Why do they not take ber and 
hang ber out of the way? And that Night (it feems ) the 
Sick Woman died. 


‘The nest is that of the fame Sufan Aylott, who de- 
pofedefurther, That {oom after ths Jane Wenham came to 
her Houfe, and looking upon a Child which lay upon her Lap ; 
andjtroaking it, faid, Sufan, you have a fine Child. 


~ 
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the Sunday following, thusCbild was taken in a grievous Con- 
dition, ftark Diftratted; and fo died the Tuelday follow- 
ing. | 
“y he laft is that of Tomas Adams, who depofed, That 
about Three Weeks or a Month before Chriftmas, be met this 
Jane Wenham ix his Turnip-field, ftealing Turnips ; which 
caufed [ome Words between them. That on Chriftmas-Day one 
of his beft Sheep died, without any Signs of Illne[s in the Body 
after it was opened. That 9 or 10 Days after died another in 
a moft unaccountable manner ; and {hortly after toe more Sheep 
died alfo, none of them having any Marks of any Difeafe upon 
thems, but being found in all their Parts, as bis Shepherd in- 
form’d him. He {ays further, That his Shepherd tells him, that 
one other ep was taken ftrangely, skipping , and ftanding 
upon its Head, but in half an Hour was well, and continues 
0. And another Sheep was likewife- very ill for two or three 
Rays, but is now well again: And Jane Wenham Saving 
the Common Fame of a Witch, be does believe, that if they 
were bewitched, fhe did bewitch them... | 


It were pity to have parted thefe Informations, they 
are all of them fo nearly related to one another; and 
now after they are thus nakedly fet down, I-chal- 
lenge the graveft Man upon Earth to contain himfelf 


: from Laughing. Thatany Man who pretends to.Senfe, 


and good Reafoning, fhould ftuff out a Narrative with 
fuch. palpable and confummate Nonfenfe ! Does Mr. 
Bragge think there is any Argument in all this? If not, 
he might, one would think, have been fo good a Huf- 
band of his own Time, and fo tender of the Reader's 
Patience, as not to have troubled him with fo much Im- 
pertinence : If he does, it is {till more wonderful, how 
any Man fhould be fo much a Matter of his own Judg- 
ment, as to force it, fo much again{ft Common Reafon, 
to fubfcribe to {uch Conclufions.. A- poor Woman lies 


at the point of Death; “haga Wenham, 2 foul-mouthd ~ 


Wretch, comes and Scolds under her Window; The 


Woman, dies foon after, therefore this Fame Wenham had 
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‘bewitch’d hér. Very good! But tet us go on. Same: 
Wenham fees a lovely Child in her Neighbour’s Lap ; fhefip 
is tempted to ftroke and carefs the Infant : Soon afterft! 
the Babe dies ftark diftra&ted ; and therefore apain FameMlis 
Wenham had bewitched it. What furprizing Conclufi. 
ons aré thefe ; and what may not one prove by thisfit 
way of Reafoning? As well might ic be faid, That it 
was deftroy'd by the Care and Fondnefs of its own Mo. Hifi 
ther; or thatthe Sugar’d Milk, or Plumb-Cake, were fir 
| | Poyfon, which it had eaten the Day-_before. if 
But this, ‘perhaps you'll fay, is miore than bare 
dent : For at p. 28, we may meet with another 
fiance of thé fame Nature. Elizabeth Field had a 
|  <Child, which (ic feems) was alfo ftroked by this 
Wenham, ahd died convulfed in fome fhort time aftet.ffo 
And may not all this be, without the Help of Witch-Bw 
| ‘eraft? Might not Fane Wenham have the fame ill Luck BR 
‘twice in her whole Life ? Alas! fhe has fhown to all Bd 
the World, that fhe can be more than once unfortu- § 
nate. _It is not to me in the leaft wonderful, that af- 
‘ter Sufan Aylott had made that unlucky Obfervation up- 
on her Child, that the whole Parith fhould now begin fT 
_to fet their Heads at Work, to find out Inftances of the ff» 
fame Nature. And {dare fwear, that could they have fi C 
‘found out but one more for Twenty Years backward, § ¢l 
phat had-died (as they ‘call it) im 2 Strange and unac-§S 
 oantable’ manner , arid ic could have been prov’d thac§ tt 
Fane Wenham had ever once touched it, they have fuch | w 
‘ari Opinion of ‘Fane Wenham, that they would infalli-§ w 
“bly have laid all che Mifchief at her Door. But I will N 
here beg leave to make one Enquiry. Did ever Fane w 
‘Wenham make any Pretenfions to this Power, which isn 
here afcrib’d to her Stroaking ? Did fhe ever fay, Shel 4 
pad a Power to deftroy thefe Children whiltt they were well; p! 
_, or did fhe threaten, or foretel they fhould fhortly dye, be-§ th 
‘fore theTime chat ftroaked them ? is what fit 
Bragge ought to have told ns, and have clearly 
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too, Had’ he a mind to fay any thing at alto the Purs 
pofe. If this had been theCafe,an@ her Stroaking’ had had 
the fame Effe& for feveral times together ; that would 
indeed have gone a great way towards proving, that 


~Mthe was Con/cious of this Power in her felf; and would 


have inclin’d me to believe , that fhe had fome, more 
than ordinary, Dealings withthe Devil. But ic is fo far 


-Mfrom being certain that fhe had any Defign of deftroy- 


more probable. 


ing thefe Children, that there are fome Circumftances 
in this Story of Sufan Aylott, which make the contra- 
For Fane Wenham, it feems, had 
fome time before fallen out with Su/am Aylott , and had. 
now a mind to reconcile her felf to her. This now ‘is 
a Natural Reafon enough, why ‘fhe fhould feem fond 
of this Infant; fince every one kriows , that the fureft 
way to gain the Affections of the Parents , is to fhewa 
Regard and Refpeé for their Children. We do notin- 
deed find the fame Circumftance in the Story of Eliza- 
“ee Field, but it is very likely that the Cafe might be the 
ame. 

But here at’laft comes the Wonder of Wonders: 
This poor Wretch, Fane Wenham, is Stealing of Tire 
nips, to keep her felf from Starving. ‘f. Adams, the 
Owner of thefe Turnips , catches her in the’ very-Fad, 
chides her feverely , and fends her away Grumbling. 
Some time after this, here is a lamentable to do among 
the Sheep : Some dye, others are fick, and others -are 
well ; and all this too (as the Learned Shepherd fays) 
without any Signs of Diftemper. Alas poor “Fane! 
Now all the World will cry out againft thee,as che moft 
wicked and dangerous of thy Kind. Burl pray, ‘can- 
not a Sheep bur/t its Gut, or have the Staggers, withoat 
Magick and Inchantment? 1 with’ Mr. Bragge woald be 


:8 pleas’d to publifh the Hiftory of the Life and Death of 


thefe Sheep, that we may’ know their Cafes exadtly. ‘And 
fince-f{o much depends upon a juft Account 6f the 
‘Sheep 
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( 44 ) 
Sheep of the Parifh, I fhould be heartily glad to hear 
that he was chofen Biographer to all the Flccks. 
- But we need not ftay any longer to expofe thefe 7 
Fooleries , which do fo effectually expofe themlelves 
The Subject is inviting ; but hark! I am call’d away 
by a Legion of foul Montters like Cats: Theyfiy, 
P.x7. [peak to me; they tel mel muft go. Surely they. 
muft be the Ambaffadors of Saran, they fcratch 
fo, and make fuch a hellifh Noife! They mutt be the 
Imps of Mother Wenbam , their Features do fo exadly§, 
~gefemble her! certainly fo! They are arm’d 
with Kaives and Razors, and tempt me to fab my fell, By, 
or to cut my Throat.. Oh where is Mr. Chauncy, 
Scourge of Devils, and of Cats! Look, look, Sir!i) 
That, that’s Mother Wenbam ; kill her, and the Charm 
is broke ! But whither am I going? Let me recover 
my Senfes a little, left I grow mad too, and furnif 
Mr. Bragge with Materials for a Second Narrative. To 
be ferious then : This Story of the Cats is fo ridiculous, 
that methinksI know not who to pity moft, whether the 
poor diftratted Creature, or Mr. Bragge, who has thought it 
worth his whileto infift upon it,as a Proof of his pretended 
AVitchcraft. What, I would fain know, can any onecen- 
élude from fuch Relations asthefe? Here isa poor hatter 
Wretch, who tells us fhe fees Cats, with Faces like Mo- 
ther Wenham, which {peak to her, and threaten to toy- 
~-gment-her: And from hence we are taught to conclude ¢, 
‘that this Wenham is a Witch, and that Anne Thorne is be 
itched by her! This is fo exadtly like Mr. Bragge’s way 
wf Reafoning, that had I feen ic any where elfe, I fhould 
omore have doubted whether or noit belong’d to himg p 
-than Anne Thorne could doubt who the Cats belong’d to 
when fhe obferved their Features. The Reader will, 
eafily obferve, how rich a Vein of fuch Arguments a 
thefe runs thro’ this whole Ne-rative. But pray, let 
ms examine a lictle into the Circumfances of . thif ,, 
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Anne Thorne ; it feems, fees a thing like 4 Cats fora 
at it could not be, becaufe it {poke roher, Bur how, 
I would know, can we be affured of all this, fince i¢ 
depends fo entirely upon Anne Thorne’s Teftimony ? Was. 
any one with Anne Thorne at any time, when fhe faid 
fhe faw thefe Cats? Yes, it feems, Fames Burville has 


YB civen in upon Oath, in open Court; That be was prefent 


veral times when Anne Thorne {aid fhe fawCats about ber 
Bed: And more he would.have attefted, but this was 
thought fufficient by the Court. But what was this T p29. 
wou'd fain know that he would have attefted further ? 
Was it that he was fenfible of any-Cats being in the 
Chamber when Anne Thorn faid fhe faw them? Wasit 


it Bhat he heard them /peakto Anne Thorne, and was fure 


that fhe was not deceived ? Not one Word of this do 
we find either of him or of any one elfe, throughout this 
whole Narrative. I do not wonder that the Court was 
tired out with hearing fo many palpable Abfurdities ; 
but methinks Mr. Bragge, who believes all this Story of 
the Cats to be true, and is fo very angry with thofe who 
do not,fhould have been much at leifure,as to have told us 
what Fames Burvillehad more tofay. If the Court had 


‘heard enough to ferve theirturn,theR eader has notin this 


Account enough to ferve bis; and therefore he ought to 


Bhave examined Fames Burville, and to have fer down 


FE whether or no he faw and beard any Cats {peak at the 


them. Whether this Negle& was the Effe& of Defign, 


fame time that Anne Thorne faid, She both faw and heard 


or Stupidity, I cannot fay: It is however Demonftra- 
tion, to me, thac Mr. Bragge knows very well that Famtes 
Burville never faw nor heard any Cats at all, at that 
time: for had he been affured of the Contrary, fuch is 
his Zeal in this Caufe, that he could not poffibly have 
prevailed upon himfelf, not to have told us of ir. 
Well! but ic feems Mr. Chauncey, Fames Burville, and 


: others, did at other times frequently fee Creatures like 


Cats. It is very like fo, and it is probable they were 


| Cars, for Ido not find any thing here that fhows the 


@ontrary 
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Thorne ; they had no Knives nor Razors in their 


J 


contrary: They did not appearto them as:they-did tol 


Paws; they. (cratch'd and /queal’d/indeed we are told, 
as Cats do, but I donot hearthat they were able. to 
fpeak one Syllable. | Befides, Mr. Chauncey kill’d one of 
thefe, (P: 23.) which is a mifchance I am fure the De 
vils. are not fubje& to. If Mr. Bragge will fay tha 
thefe were. trae Cats, but fent upon the Devil’s Errand, 
I will fay fomething if he can. prove that, and tell'me 
what Errand they came upon. : p 

But perhaps ‘he will tell us that thefe were not all of fo 
Sort, but a mixtureof Cats and of Devils ; becaule Famafw 
Burville, and Thomas Ireland, or Two of 
which had Faces like ‘Fane Wenham.But alas poor Fames |BP 
Thou art as mad almoft as Anne Thorne her felf! Famiim 
Wenham has already feiz’d thee, and marked thee out forffis 
Nancy’s Husband! However,l am here methinks very de- Mic. 
firous to knOwwhen it owas that thefe Cats werefeen. | mean, Bde 
whether in the Night or in the Day ;for if it was in thefth 
Night, the difference between the Face of a Cat and§ith 
that of an Old Woman is not fo very difcernable but thatfith 
they may pofflibly be miftaken for one another, efpeci-ffth 
ally by thofe (as we may reafonably fuppofe thefe tof w: 
have been) who are very ftrongly acted by the Force of fth 
Imagination. cannot fay, for my part, who couldfal 


_ have been fecure from making the fame Mittake, if he§hi 


had for fo long time been {cared almoft outof his Wits BE) 
by Witches and Wenbams. the 
© But it will be time enough to look out for.a Solution § pa 
of this, when we are well affured of the truth of _the § nc 
Relation ; at prefent the Story looks fo very ill that J 
cannot forbear fufpecting fome Rogucry. And to juftirra 
me in this Sufpicion, I would defire the Reader to ob-§ of 
erve, how the Story of the Cats ftands, before, at, and ax 
after, the Affizes.. The firft Account that we have off Cz 
Gats is at P. 17, where Anne Thorn tells us, that fhe faw§ C. 
Cats appear to her, telling ber fhe mujt go, At the fame w: 
time too, there was, ic feems, a'dilmal Noife * 
car 


| 

| 

| 
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Bheard about the Houfe, accompanyed with Scratchings 
id tofinder the Windows, and at the Doors; and thefe Cats 
heitlwere feen fometimes Three or Four in a Company, by 
toldEchauncy , ‘fames Burvilley Thomas Ireland, and others. - 
> to™The next is at P. 20, but here was nothing feen of, or 
€ OMheard from them, but Screamings and Scratchings at the 
MDoors, as before. The laft isat P. 23. where Anne Thorn 
gives in upon Oath, that on the 26th of February in 
the Morning, fhe faw a Car fitting in the Window, 
which {poke to her, and told her fhe fhould have more 
Pins: And this is all rhe Account we have of Cats be- 
fore the Tryal. ‘Till then therefore, ic is plain, that 
we have no Evidence.of any Cats appearing with ‘Fane 
Wenham’s Fact, neither from Anne Thorn, nor any other 
es {MPerfon ; neither,of their Speaking do we kaow any thing 
‘am@ more than what Anne Thorn has told us. And indeed it 
forMis what I could not but obferve,that the Speaking of thefe 
de-Catsdoes wholly depend upon her, and Street's Evi- 
an, @dence, there being not fo much as One Perfon befides, 
thethar I remember, who is {aid to have heard any rhing of 
this Nature. But to go on : When the Tryal comes on, 
hat™there we have the firft Account of Cats being feen with 
CirBthe Face of ‘fane Wenham, andof her converfing 
to@with the Devilin the fhape ofa Cat. Andafter ~ 
offithe Tryal, we have Legions of them poured in upon us, 
ild§almoft in every Page. The Reader may eafily fatisfy 
he@himfelf of the Truth of this, if he will but caft his 
its@Eye upon that part of the Narrative which comes after 
the Tryal. It would be endlefs to refer to the Story 
MM particularly, there being hardly one of them which has 
16 a {peaking Cat belonging fo it. 
If} From this Obfervation then there arifes a very natu-" 
‘ir ral and obvious Query, viz. Whence comes this change 
b-B of the Scene and of the Adfors ? Why fo many Cats at 
1d f and after; And why fo few before the Tryal? Why plain 
off Cats with Cats Faces and Cats Voices before; And why 
WH Cats with Fane Wenham’s Face and Human Voices aftere 
i$ § wards ? The plain rn to be this ; They a 


like to have been bubbled of their Witch, by the Miftake, 
(or perhaps the Art) of him who drew up the Indi&men, 
For fome of them having unluckily mentioned the Story bya: 
which Anne Thorne told of the Cats {peaking to her, theflatt 
whole ffrefs of the Caufe (as Mr. Bragge pathetically 
complains) was thrown upon this, and Fane Wenham was 
accordingly indicted only for csnverfing familiarlyf 
P.24. with the Devil under the fhapeof a Cat. This had 
Tike to have fpoiled all. Their Caufe now ftands 
upon a Falfe Bottom, and unlefs they can fome way orf, 
Other fupport it, muft inevitably fall to the Ground :fj; 
What therefore is now to be done ? Muft they drop the 
Indiiment, and fet the whole World a Laughing ? Or 
muft they now wade (asthe Provefb fays) through thick 
and thin, and {upport the Indictment as well as they can? 
This latter, it feems, was thought moft advifeable ; and 
to this purpofe in come Four Witneffes, viz. Thomas 
Ireland, “fames Burville, Uriah Wright, and Thomas Har- (tic 
vey. The ‘wo former fwore dire@ly, That they on 
P. 29. faw Cats with Faces like Jane Wenham. The Two ha 
Jatter, that they asking Saxe Wenham once, ev 
~ what fhape the Devil us’d to appear to her, fhe replyed, § nc 
bid that fhe fancy’d himto beaCat. Now that Thomas he 
Ireland and “fames Burville fhould fee thefe Cats with § th 
Fane Winham’s Face before the Tryal,and that we fhould§f w 
not hear-One Syllable of this ftrange Sight till then, is he 
_.to me a thing very wonderful. But there is fomething § b« 
particular in the Evidence of Uriah Wright, and Thomas§ w 
Harvey, which I defire the Reader to obferve, viz.f A 
‘That this Information of theirs about the Cat, which § th 
was given at the Affizes, was an Addition to the Infor- § di 
mation given in before to Sir Henry Chauncey. That In-§ \ 
formation, as you may find it P. 21. ftands thus ; Uriah \c 
Wright of Walkerne {aith upon Oath, That on Sunday laft was c 
Sevenight,. Le ask’d Jane Wenham ‘whither fhe had [een® ti 
Devil or ‘no She, the faid Jane Wenham, anfwwered, 'T 
She bad fecn him following her, when he has looked over her} nx 


~ 
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ake, BShoulder, and when fhe turned her felf round he vant{hed 
em. Aaway. ‘This Information was.alfothen {worn to by Tho- 
ory mas Harvey. Now at the Affizes, thefe two Perfons again 
thefittefted the Subftance of the fame Information,ind 
allyfiadded; that they ask’d the Prifoner in what Shape 
Devil to appear to her, and {he faid fhe, fancy'd him 


was 
arly Br be a Cat. Now is it not very ftrange and incredible, 
had@that thefe Perfons fhould have heard from Fane Wenham} 


that the Devil-us’d to appear; to her in the fhape of a Cat, and 
yet that they fhould fay nothing of it in their-Informa- 
Id; Brion given before Sir Henry Chauncy? Is it any way like- 
the ily, that they fhould have taken no notice of fo material 
Or fa Circumftance as this, if they had known any thing of 
ick it ? 1 know not what Mr. Bragge may think on’t, but to 
Nn? Mme it loooks fo very much like Knavery, that I hardly 
howto think any thing better concerning it. 
24s =6'To draw up theretore the whole Evidence with rela- 
tion to-this Story in a very fhort compafs. . Here is noe 
#7 Hone Soul befides the Girl her felf, that pretends ever to 
VO Bhave heard any Cats fpeak. Here are but Two that 
infiever faw any with Fane Wenham’s-Face, and this wag 
d,§ not mention’d till the Witch was upon her Tryal. And 
4s @ here are but Two neither which heard ‘ane Wenham fay 
th Bl the Devil usd to appear to her in the fhape of a Cat.This liker 
ld wife was not fo much as fosch’d upon (although they 

is had all the reafon in the World to have mentioned it 
before the, 7ryal, when they were affured, that the 
as whole ftrefs of the Caufe depended upon that Bosom, 
And amongtt all thefe, there is not fo much as one of 
hi the Perfons of Credit ; no Mr. Gardiner, no, Mrs, Gara 
diner no Mr. Strut, no Mr. Chauncey nay, not.even 
-— Mr. Bragge himfelf, but all ignorant and illiterate Fel+ 
So that of thefe Four Witnefles Two were prea 
sf cluded, having long before given in the fame Informa- 
s§ tion, without mentioning any Cat. And the other 
, | Two have great reafon to be fufpected, having néver {6 

‘f much as hinted that they faw anyCats before theTryal 
and being likewife thofe Fellow that wereMarried 


‘ “to the two Wenches fome time after. And now I willlCo 
leave the World to judge of Mr. Bragge’s Under ftanding§ cov 
and Modefty, who could tell us, Page 24. That be thoughiyer 


himfelf fufficient to prove even thw ( meaning 


Fane Wen.Mfor 


bam’s converfing with the Devil in the Shape of a Cat)frits 


by tovo or three Witnelfes. | 

_. There remains now but one Circumftance more to 
be confidered with relation to this Story. Mr. Bragg 
(in order to fhow, I fuppofe, that thefe Cats of his were 
mere Devils, ) tells us, Page 17. That Mr. Chauncy bé 
wing a fair Opportunity to ftrike them, found himfelf not abl 
to move bis Arm. ‘The only Anfwer that I fhall give to 
this, fhall be by relating a Story, which Mr. Bragge has 
thought fit to conceal, not only by paffing it over in Si- 
Fence, but, what is much worfe, by mifreprefenting it, 
Page 20. he gives us an Account of Mrs. Gardiner’s \ea- 
ving her Houfe upon the 17th of February, becaufe, as 
he faid, fhe de{paired of her Maid’s Life, and was tired out 
‘Svith Grief and Fatigue, and was no longer able to endure {uch 
fad Sights. Mr. Bragge had-indeed fome Reafon to con- 
ceal the Truth here; for had it been told it would have 
‘ deftroyed Anne Thorne’s Evidence, by fhowing how far 
wifer People than fhe, are fubje& to the Power of Ima- 
gination in thefe Cafes. The Story, as I have had it 

credibly reported to me, is this. | 
Mts. Gardiner being tired with watching for the crook- 
ed Pins, ( the Story of which you have P. 19, 20.) left 
the Company, and went into the Parlour to drink 4 
Difh of Tea with her Husband and a young Lady, who 
was then in the Houfe with her. When the Tea was 
brought in, fhe fent to Mr. Chauncy to know if he would 
- drink a Difh with her. He came to her ; and the young 
- Lady thinking fhe obferved fome Diforder in Mr. 
Chauncy, {aid to Mrs. Gardiner, Don’t you think Mr. 
Chauncy looks very Ill? Upon which Mrs. Gardiner asked 
him how he found himfelf? He faid, Pretty well ; but 
lefe the Room, and immediately fent for Mr. Gardiner 
to come to him, and told him, thathe was in ae 
, Condi- 
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willl Condition, as he never was in before in all his Life, and 
ling could not tell but it was his Turn to fuffer.. Mr. Gardi- 
whiner {ent for his Wife, and fhe guefting at his Cafe, fent 
YenEfor a Bottle of Brandy ; and as the Bottle loft ics Spi- 
at)Mrits, Mr. Chauncy recovered his, In the mean time, the 
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young Lady, who was left alone, began to find a Roam- 
ing in ber Head too. For it feems Mrs. Gardiner’s Daugh- 
ter (who had the keeping of the Ixchanted Pins, and was 
called away by her Mother ) had left the Pins in the 
Lady’s Hands ; which began to work immediately ; and 
when Mrs. Gardiner returned, fhe found her in a Swoom 
upon the Floor. Her likewife Mrs. Gardiner recovered 
by the help of burnt Feathers, and fuch common Re- 
medies. But no fooner was fhe well awake, but fhe 
{wooned a fecond time, and was with more Difficulty 
recovered. Thefe were the fad Sights, which Mrs. Gare 
diner could no longer bear; and though her Courage 
had hitherto held out beyond them all, fhe thought it 
was time to leave her Quarters, when fhe found thé 
whole Family running Mad. And now Mr. Bragge 
may make what Advantage he pleafes of Mr. Chauncy’s 

not being able to ftrike his Cats. | 
I had like to have forgotten one Story of the Cats, 
which I fhould have been very loth to have done, it 
being fo good a Specimen of Mr. Bragge’s exacine|s. He 
tells us, Page 23. of Mr. Chauncy’s killing a Cat that knocked 
at the Door. All that we can reafonably gather from 
which, is, That Mr. Chauncy hearing a Noife at the 
Door, went out to fee what was the Matter, and finding 
no-body there but a poor Cat, fell into a Paffion, and 
knockt it o’th’ Head. Mr. Bragge, I fuppofe, mention’d 
the Circumftance of her knocking, as an Argument that 
this Cat was a Fiend come upon Mother Wenbam’s Er- 
rand ; but he ought at leaft to have offer’d at one Proof 
to fhow that fhe did knock, and not contented himfelf 
barely with faying fo. Whether a Man ought to be 
charged with Folly or Impudence, who writes after this 
fafhion, 1 do not fay; Be the Reafon what it will, 
it 
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it deferves I think to be marked out as fomething very § 


extraordinary. 


And now we have done with the Story of the Cats, 
which I fuppofe the Reader has obferved to be one of 


the moft wretched Arguments that ever was thought of 
to fupport a Charge of Witchcraft. Here is not fo much 
as one Proof that can fhow, that there was any thing 
more in this whole Story, than That at the time of Anne 
"Thorne’s Ilne/s, a Number of Cats were feen and heard to 
{queak, and make a Difturbance, about Mr. Gardiner’s Houfe, 
But this is not all the Weaknefs and Abfurdity, that is 
to be obferved here; for admitting alt to be true that 
has been faid and {worn to, viz. That there were realy 
Cats feen-with Jane Wenham’s Face, and heard to (peak: 
Admitting; I fay, all this, I would yet defire to be in- 
formed, how all this proves any Witchcraft upon Fame 
Wenbam. .'The {peaking of the Cats, I fuppofe, will not 
be infifted upon,. becaufe other Folks are able to {peak 
befides Fane Wenham; Their appearing with her Face, is 
the thing,. which, if any can, muft do the bufinefs. I 
will not here ftay to enquire, whether the Perfons who 
faw thefe-Cats, had fo much skill in Phy/iognomy, as to 
be able to diftinguifh; at a Glance, the Face of Fame 


- Wenham from, that of any other Old Woman ; becaufe 
J have in my Suppofition admitted it to be-true, that 
.thefe Cats were feen with the Face of Fane Wenham: 


But then I muft ask how the Devils, appearing in the 
Shape of a Cat, with Fane Wenbam’s Face, isan Argue 
ment to fhow, that flie isa Witch. I fee no Connexion 
that there is between, the Devil’s appearing in her Shape, 


‘and ber making any League or Contract with him, If the 


Devil is able to take ‘Fane Wenham’s Shape upon him, it 
is likely he is able to take upon him whofe Shape he 
pleafes ; and if fo, I am, I muft confefs, not fo well 
skilled in thefe Matters as to be able to fay, upon what 
Terms he is pleafed to do fo; and therefore cannot af- 
{ure my felf, but he may appear in the Shape of any 
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Mthicher, in this (1 muft con 


nnocent Perfon, if he fees fit, If. Mr. Bragge thinks o- 
Bherwife, I do infift upon it, that he would demonftrate 


o me, That the Devil never made ufe 
note any ilk Defign. 
The next remarkable Story is that of the 
Pins which, I muft confefs, weré"it as clear- P. 19. 
ly proved in all its Circumftances, as it is confi- 
dently aiferted, I {fhould look upon to be fomething ve- 
ry extraordinary. That there were great Numbers of 
Pins {een in the Maid’s Hands, we cannot reafonably 
queftion, it being a thing fo very well attefted : But as 
to the Means by which 74 are {aid to be conveyd 
fefs) the Relation does not 
fo wellfatisfy me. Mr. Chauncy lays ,. That a Pin came 


of his Shape to pro- 


‘Pinto ber Fingers he knows not how ; and that I think may 


very well be, and Anne Toornenot be bewitched neither. 
But he fays further, That fhe pluck’d a Pin out no where, 
nor had it in her Hands before. But how does he know 
allthis? Why, Ifuppofe, becaufe he did not fee ir. 
But is Mr. Chauncy fo much of an Argus, that nothing. 
could poffibly be done, but that he mutt fee ic? Mr. 
Bragge will fay, perhaps, That he watch’d her fo a 
narrowly , that he muft of Neceflity have feen thefe 
Pins, if fhe had any. But what was it he watch d her 
for, I would fain know? Why, without doubt, to fee 
that fhe might not flip any Pins into her Hands flily. 


-§ Did therefore Mr. Chauncy know, that there would after- 


wards be Pins found in her Hands? No, this could not — 
be ; for this is the firft time we read of any Pins ; and 
it is therefore likely, that he did not think of any, un- 
lefs he himfelf were a Comurer. There was then no 
manner of Reafon in the World, why Mr. Chauncy 
fhould watch this Maid fo very narrowly: Neither, af- 
ter all, do I find by this Relation, that he was fo ver 

exact in his Obfervation, as that he could be able to 
fay wich fo much Affurance,. that fhe plucked thw Pin 
out no where, nor had it im ber Hands before. Did 
he obferve all her Motions for an Hour, 2, or 3 toge- 
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ther? ‘Did he open all her Fingers feverally, before 
this Pin appeard ¢ He does not, he cannot fay all this 
_ and therefore [think Mr. Chauncy’s Evidence about thefe 
Pins, is lefs worth than the Pins themfelves. But then, 
to put the Matter beyond Difpute , we are told, that 
the Day following»being in another of her Fits, fhe 
was feen to have more Pins ; altho’, at the fame time, 
Care was taken that not (0 much as a Pin was in any of ber 
Cloaths. ‘This I very much doubt. For after all the 
_ Care that was taken about this Matter, it is very pofl- 
ble fhe might notwithftanding have Pins in her Cloaths, 
where they might not be able to find them. But fup- 
pofing fhe had none in any of her Cloaths is Mr. Bragg. 
affur'd fhe had none any where elfe ? Was the Chair, or 
Bed whereon fhe fat, fo carefully examined, chat it can 
pofitively be faid there was none there? And isMr. Bragge 
fure that there was none of the By-/fanders, who had 
any Defign of Impofing upon the World, and who did 
not fecretly convey thefe Pins to her ? Thefe, and feve- 
ral Queitions may be ask’d,. and ought to be refolv’d, 
before we can determine our felves upon the prefent 
Cafe. Thefe Mr. Bragge has taken no notice of : And 
if I may fpeak what I think, I believe they are fuch 
as he cannot anfwer ; and therefore he mutt excufe 
me if I Cannot, upon fuch an imperfeé Story as this, 
be immé€diately brought to clofe in with his Opinion. 
But he fays further ftill, That the Girl’s Hands were pin- 
nion d ; and that even tien {he feemed to receive and (wallow 
fomething. ‘That, I think, fhe might do, and yet 
ther receive nor {wallow any thing atall. Had there 
‘been Two or Three Credible Wicneffes , that had 
thefe Pins come dancing in the Air, and jumping into ber 
. Mouth, this indeed would have fomething ftartled me. 
But Ido not find by Mr. Bragge,that any Pins were ever 
feen in the Air at all ; nay, not in her Mouth, after her 
Hands were pinnion’d. . He fays indeed , that George 
Chapman clapp'd his Hand before the Maid’s Mouth , and felt 
one firiking againft his Hand. But feeling and ae 
| wo 
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fblea manner, as Mr. Bragge fuppofes, it is nor 


Two different Things. Did he fee it, I ask; and 
know it was a Pin? No, he did not ; (as I had ie from 
his own Mouth ) Neither is he certain whether it was a 
Pin orno: Something he did feel ; but whether it were 
a Pin, or any thing elfe, he cannot affirm. | 

I have faid as much as I think neceffary to be faid 
upon this Subje@. After which I muft again own, that 
was every Circumftance of this Story fo clearly made 
out, as it is neceffary it fhould, before it ought to be be- 
lieved, I fhould look upon it to bea thing very extra- 
ordinary. But I cannot here be without fome fufpicion 
of Cheat and Impofture: It isa Matter of a very vari- 
ous and complicated Nature, and there are fo many 
Circumftances wanting in the Relation, that the moft 
I can at prefent do for Mr. Bragge is to fufpend my Faith 
concerning it. 

But if it fhould now be granted, that thefe Pins were 
conveyed to Anne Thorn by the power of fome evil Spi- 
rit, I believe it would yet be very difficult to find any 
thing in this Inftance, which. would be fufficient to 
prove Witchcraft upon Fane Wenham. All that can here 
be pretended in order to this is, That it was taken — 
notice of by Tx0 Men who fat up with her, that in P. 20. 
the Evening fhe pull d out her Pinculhion which was. . 
full of Pins, and that in the Morning when fhe produc’d it 
again they were all gone, and that fhe wanted a Pin to pinup 
ber Gown. Now not to difpute here whieher this bea 
fufficient proof, that thofe Pins which Anne Thorne was 
feen to have were the very fame Pins that came off Fane 
Wenham’s Cufhion, (which yet may very reafonably bé 
demanded) Not to difpute this I fay, I would only de- 
fire to be inform’d of Mr. Bragge how it follows, That 
becaufe the Devil took Pins off Fane Wenham’s Cuthion 
and brought them to.Amne Thorne, how, I fay, it follows 
from hence, that Fane Wenham had made any League or 
Contraé with him ? If the Devil was fo dextrous as to 


put Pins into Anne Thorne’s Hands after fo /ecret arid invi- 
I think 


much. 
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( 34) 


much to be queftion’d but he could by the fame Peet 


and isvifiblemannertake them away from ‘fane Wenham : 


and Ido not take the Devil’s Confcience to be fo very 
{queami{h, as that he can think himfelf obliged, when 
he is in want of a few Pins, to ask any one leave where 
to get.chem. 


7 The Story of the Bottle of Urine comes next 
P.20, in order, which becaufe it deferves no better 
~~ than to be foundly banter’d, I fhall leave to be 
anfwerd by thofe who are more merrily difpofed than 
Tam at prefent. All that I fhall remark concerning it 
is, thatif they had a mind to have made the World be- 
lieve,‘ that there was any thing wonderful in this Expe. 
riment, they ought to have repeated it feveral times, and 
to have feen whether or no the fame Effed always fol- 
lowed. For asthe Story ftands at prefent it is but one 
hingle Inftance, and of confequence will prove nothing 
atall 

We are nowcome to the Story of the Feathers, which 
“Mr. Braggeis pleafed to call Difcovery more {ur 
P.22. prizing than any thing that has been yet related. He 
tellsus in the firft Place, that the Pillow in which thefe 
Cakes of Feathers were found, was ftuffed with Down 
not. long before by Mrs. Gardiner’sown Hand. This, I 
fuppofe, he informed us of, to make it appear a thing 
incredible, that any Feathers fhould come there at all. 
Butis it poffible, that Mr. Bragge fhould have been fo 
very ignorant in thefe Matters, as not to have known, 
that that which is generally called Down, is nothing 
- @ife but a mixture of the fmalleft forte of Feathers with 
- Down properly fo called ; fo that fince Mr. Bragge’s Cakes 
were, according to his own confeflion, made up of 


— {mail Feathers , it will be eafy upon this Suppofition 


to find out Materials enough for them without the 
pe er of Witchcraft. Well! But befides thefe Feathers, 
ere was itfeems a vifcous Matter, which would ftretch Se- 
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om or Eight Inches in a fine. Thread before it broke, ... 
py which they were cemented together into P, 27; 
thefe Cakes; and this Mr. Braggetells us pats him... 
in mind of that Oyntment made of, dead Men’s Flefh; P. 35. 
which Mr. Glanville mentions as often ufed by Witch- 
es. Weare obliged to him here that he was only pat in 
mind of this, and that he did not fay, this vi/cous matter 
was the very fame with Mr. Glanville’s Oyntment. But I 
am apt to fancy, that unlefs he had refolved that Mr, 
Glanville fhould fay fomething on his fide, he would 
much fooner have been put in mind of a little Pitch.or 
Shoemaker’s-Wax than of this Oyntment. I never yet 
heard of any Oyntment that would /retch Seven or Hight 
Inches in a fine Thread before it broke, tho’ I] cannot day 
what fort of Scuff may be made by Comjurers. I.wifh 
Mr. Bragge would have been fo kind as to have mark’d 
down the Page in Mr. Glanville where this Oyntment is 
to be met with, that we might have feen his skill at 
Analogy. But, perhaps he thought every Body trou- 
bled their Heads as much about Witches and Wizards as 
he has done of late. But whatever Mr. Glanville’s Oynt- 
ment. may be, that he fhould be thus forward to think 
of it; 1 fancy that had he fpent half fo much time 
in ftudying Nature, as he has done in ranfacking intro 
Books of Witchcraft, he would have found no occafion to 
have run to Mr.Glanvillesor any one elfe, for a Solution 
of this ftrange Appearance.It is plain, that there isan ail 


Feathers whatfoever, befides their proper Nourifhmenr, 


a kind of vifcous matter, which ferves to faften them 
the more ftrongly in their proper Sockets; and therefore 
it is natural enough tofuppofe, that this gradually ouz- 
ing out of the Feathers might in time be collected toge- 
ther in fuch a quantiry, as to form that vi/cous Subfance 
which Mr. Bragge {peaks of. However, from the order 
in which thefe Feathers are placed, Mr. Bragge: ‘con- 


cludes them to be /fome Devilifh Enchantment: but the 
Reafons upon which he builds this Conclufion:aredo 
very peculiar to himfelf, that I defire the Reader would 
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give himfelf the trouble of them. Helfor 
tells us P. 34. That unlefs thefe Cakes be fuppofed to belltt 
fome Devilifh Enchanteent, no account can poffibly be givenhyh 
how they fhould come there; and that it is really ftrange than 
thé Feathers fhould be fo clofely knit together, and ranked inkko 
~ fuch an exatt Mathematical Order ; which Argument whenfihir 


reduc’d to Syllogifm will ftand thus ; 9 
_ Every Thing that ws not to be accounted for, muft of necef. a 
fity be done by Witchcraft. : att 
Thefe Cakes of Feathers are not to be accounted for Mibu 
Ergo-------- itr 


~The Minor is proved thus: | 
'' Every Thing that Mr. Bragge cannot give a Reafon of, afbe 


not to be accounted for. an 

Mr, Bragge cannot give any Reafon of thefe Cakes of Fea Bbe 
thers; Ergo------- | 
fir 


Now, is not this (think you) a very notable Argu-fith 
‘ment ? Does not he plainly make Human Wifdom thefth 
Meafure of Natural Powers, and his own Knowledge ici 
‘the Standard of Humarn Wifdom ? If I may be allow-fin 
‘ed to argue after this Fafhion, I can write Books offifo 
Witchcraft as well ashe. Nay, if this be good Rea-§co 
foning, I will undertake to prove, that his Hand, when 
She wrote his Narrative, was moved by Sorcery. But fof 
14 ‘fince’ Mr. Bragge looks upon this to be a thing fo very 
“unaccountable , I will venture being call’d a Fool for 
‘once; and try what I can do towards the Explaining JR, 
thistdark Myfery. th 
“ud told you before, that there was in all Feathers, be- Ha 
-fides their’ proper Nourifhment, a fort of glutinous Mat-¥N 
ver, which ferved to fix them in their proper Sockets, ffir 
sand which I fuppofed to be that Vifcous Subftance by fin 
-which thefe Cakes were cemented. Now it is no way [be 
ounlikely, that this Humour ouzing (as I faid before ) |W 
out’ofithe Ends of thefe {mall Feathers, mighr, to 


ort of Magneti/m or Eleéfricity, mutually attra& each 
sther, and fo be brought into that refular Form in’ 
hich they were found. Mr. Bragge may poflibly look 
pon the Words Attraction, Magneti(m, and Eleétricity, 
0 be Magical Terms ; and think, that Iam now with 
him, going to conjure thefe Feathers together into 
akes: But it is very likely that the Reader may be 
of another Opinion, as knowing that I fpeak fuch 
Language as every Babe in Philofophy underftands. This’ 
attractive Force is vifible enough in Gla/s, Fett, &c. 
Wbut particularly in Amber, from whence the Word Ele- 
Hricity has its Rife ; and I cannot fay how far this vif- 
ous Matter, that is found in Feathers, may partake of 
the Nature of thefe Bodies ; and whether it may not 
endued with a greater Degree of Magneti{m, than 

any of them all. From this Suppofition then, it will 
tae be very eafy to give a Rational Account of every Gir- 
cumftance relating to thefe Cakes of Feathers. For 
firft, it follows from hence, that the Quills Ends of 
rue Bthe Feathers muft of Neceflity meet in the Center, and 
the ithe Feathers therefore make up the Radij of that Cir- 
ge cle which they compofe. For this vifcous Matter ouz- 
w- Hine out of the Quills Ends, the Quills Ends will there- 
offfore be alone endued with this Magnetick Force, and 
2a-Bconfequently , will mutually attra& each other, and 
. meet together in the very Form which we now fpeak 
ut Hof. 
ty The greateft Difficulty here is, how thefe Feathers 
for Hfhould be exactly the fame in Number in every Cake. 
ng eBut to this, perhaps, it may not be amifs to fay, that 
the Feathers being all of them pretty much of the 
e- fame Magnitude, it does of Neceflity require the fame 
at-¥Number of them to compofe a Circle: And therefore, 
ts, ffince we mutt fuppofe this attractive Force to be uniform 
by fin irs AGtion, ic muft therefore attra@ till no more can 
ay {be attracted ; i.e. till the Center is filled up, or, in orher 
>) {Words , till the fame Number of Feathers is attraéted 
altogether in every Cake, If this vifcous Matter 


\ 


dued with a Power of attradting Feathers , it is eafy toh} 
‘underftand how thefe Quill Ends fhould each of them By 
attrad Hairs, or any fuch {mall and folid Bodies about. 
them, before they were attracted to one another. Here 
therefore we have, in the laft place, an Account off, 
thofe fhort Hairs, black and grey, which Mr. Braggelbf, 
found matted together in the Center of this vif/cous Mat-fhi;; 
ter. He is willing to fuppofe thefe to be Cats Hair i, 
but. my Argument would be every whit as good as his, 
if I fhould barely fay, I fuppofe the contrary. But I do 
not content my felf -with barely faying fo ; there. being 
a very good Reafon to be given, to fhow the Vanity 
of Mr. Bragge’s Notion. It is known, that moft, if 
not:all Fowls, have fuch Hairs as are here {poken of 
and that thefe are pluck’d off in confiderable Quaniti- 
ties, along with the Down and Feathers : Why therefore 
Mr: Bragge fhould not think of thefe, (or fifty other 
Sorts of Hair, which might accidentally be mixed a. 
monet the Down) as well.as of Cats Hair, is what] 
can fee nomanner of Reafon for ; unlefs he had a mind 
to give Credit to his Story of thefe Cats {peaking. It isp, 
very likely he might have thisin his Head: And helkh, 
who confiders well of his way of Reafoning, will notihy 
perhaps find it hard to imagine he might lay fome Strefsfloy 
“upon it. He might perhaps chink, that the Court hadflan 
entertain’d fuch an Opinion of -his UnderStanding , asisp 
that his dare Suppofition might weigh as much with cthem,§T} 


as another Man’s pofitive Knowledge. 

_ Thus far I have endeavour’d to give an Account ¢ 
thefe Cakes of Feathers, both as to the manner of theif 
_ coming into thefe Pillows, and as to the Form and Or4w 
der in which thefe Feathers were placed. Mr. Bragg4if 
perhaps will give thisno better Name than Chance (as hatte; 
is wont to do to every thing that is neither Witchcraft, ; 
nor what he underftands) and fay, That it is as inconfen 
ceivable to him how this fhould be, as that the 24 Letters Min: 
the Alphabet {bould by mere. Accident fall into one of the Verfws 
of Horace. If he had faid the fame thing with Rela 
tio 


y to 


Out 
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rad 
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‘on to his own Narrative, i might have allowed of 
hat he fays without doing my felf much Damage--—, 
but to go on I can for the Readers Satisfa@ion 
flure him, that this Account is more than pure 
Speculation, fince Experience tells us, thac it 
sa very common thing for Feathers to matt af- 
nfter fome fuch Fafhion as this, if they be nor well 


-Biried before they are put into Beds, Pillows, &c. And 


or this Reafon it is (as I am told by thofe who un- 
ferftand thefe Matters) that they ufually their Fea- 
hers before they apply them to thefe Purpofes, that fo 
by drawing out all this Vifcous Moiffure, they may. pre- 
ent them from running into thefe Heaps, Cakés; or 
hatever you will call them. But yet after all thefe 


jBAttempts that I have made to give a natural Solution of 
“the Manner by which thefe Cakes of Feathers were 


olle&ed together, I muft be fo ingenuous as to let the 
Reader know, that had I a fufficient Proof that this 


“BStory is exactly true in all its Circumftances, I fhould 


not look upon it as a thing wholly unfurprizing. 

But it is here to be obferved, that we have only Mr. 
Bragge’s Evidence to fupport the moft confiderable of 
them, which for fome Reafons I fhall hint at by and 
by, Ido not think my felf obliged fo much to rely up- 
on. Mr. Chauncy indeed faw thefe Cakes of Feathers, 
and fo it is likely might feveral others; but as to the 


asEStructure and Compo/ition of them ( which is the onl 


>m, 


Thing that can be wondred at ) that depends entirely 


‘Bupon Mr. Bragge’s Authority. Mr. Chauncy did in 
tONCourt ju/t mention thefe Feathers, ‘and referred himfelf 
eilifor a furcher Account to Mr. Bragge ; which by the by 
Jt-wou’d have been but a very odd way of proceeding, 
eSGif Mr. Chauncy had known any thing more of the Mat- 
A@ter. For his Bufinefs there was not only to tell the Fudge 
alte Story: If that had been all, ic might have been proper 
comtenough to have.referred himfelf to Mr. Bragge, as be- 
$ Ming perhaps the better Spokefman of the Two ; but he 
"f was called as an Evidence to atteft the Truth, fo far - 
i0 
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he could, of the Faé&s there related ; and theref 
fhou'd have faid what he had known, if he did kno 
any thing more, and not to haveleft it wholly to M 


Bragge; for by this means the Credit of this Stonfl 
which wou'd then have been fupported by Two Wit 


neffes, ftands now upon the fingle Authority of ong, 
It is therefore my Opinion , that the true Reafon wh i 
Mr. Chauncy faid no more of thefe Feathers, was, bel 
caufe he knew no more ; fo that we muft now rely uy 
on Mr. Bragge for the Truth of this Story, which 
muft confefs, I am not very inclinable to do. Th 
Reader may perhaps be apt to think I am not fo fair: 
I ought to be, and I doubt not but Mr. Bragge will be 
very angry that I will not believe him: But when ht 
has made out the Truth of his Port/mouth Story, ¥ wi 
then acknowledge my Fault, and ask his Pardon he 
Mr. Bragge underftands very well what I mean, ang. 
knows that if it be true, it isa thing upon Record, anf. 
fo, eafily proved ; and therefore I fhall content my fell. 

with giving him this Hint, being unwilling to expofd,, 
him too much to the World. All that I fhall fay fur 
ther upon this Story, is, that I could heartily havg.., 
wifhed that feme of thefe Feathers had been preferved 
it might have been perhaps more to Mr. Bragge’s Credit 
and Iam fure much more to the Satisfaction of others 
The Judge wifhed he could have feen them; and] 
think his Defire was reafonable: For it was but juft, tq, 
demand the Feathers to fupport the Evidence , or elf@.,g 
to fend the Evidence after the Feathers. er tS 

fhall conclude this Head only with obferving, Thaq, 
here is nothing in all this Story of the Feathers, which}, , 
(fuppofing as Mr. Bragge would have it, that they werg__. 
fome devilifh Inchantmenr) does afford the leaft thado nel 
of Proof, that fase Wenham was concerned init. po 

But we are now come to a Story which, of all others#,, 
feems to bid the faireft for proving Anne Thorne’s Difor4,_, 
ders to be fomething more than Natural. Page 30. wq,., 


are told, That foon after fhe was returned from the Af- 
{izes 


‘ r 
ot 


izes, on the sth'of March at Night, fhe had a terrible. 
. Fic, and was oftentimes fadly pinched, in the Breaft, and. 
NOW ber Parts of the Body; And to fhow that this was nei- 
» ME her Fancy nor Falfhood, we are further informed, that 
COME bere were vifible Marks of thefe Pinches remaining upon ber 
Wi Body feveral Days after. Now it may here be enquired, 
mm Ls it came to pafs, that this poor Maid fhould be 
‘ difmally. pinched. For admitting that every other Symp- 
) Bom might be purely Natural, yet this Pinching may feem 
tt to be fo uncommon and unheard-of a thing in any -na- 
A dtural Diftemper, as to be wholly unrefolvable into na- 
Mural Canfes. 
1. “a But now with regard to this Story. Here are again 
by feveral Things very material to be enquired into, and 
1 T¥whereof I find no manner of Account in Mr.B’s Relation.. 
in the firft Place, I think it'may reafonably enough 
be moved, Whether or no this Anne Thorne were in Bedy 
inher Cloaths, when fhe complained of this Pinch- 
Cl ing. ‘The Story does nor pofitively and clearly deéter- 
mine this, but there are fome Circumftances in: it (fuch 
ic being done in the Night, and it being faid of fome 
WEPerfons that they /tood by her Bed-fide). which do pretty 
av@much incline me to believe the former. Now if this 
ed be the Cafe, ic is very poffible that this Wench might 
di pincly der fe/f, at the very time fhe'complained of this 
aPinching, without any body’s being able to take any. 
d BNotice of it. But admitting that fhe was in her Cloathsy 
’ iG and fo not capable of doing all this, can any body be 
w“Eaffured that fhe was pinched a@tually at the fame time 
by. that fhecomplained ? Was her Body carefully fearched ¢ 
aéjand is it certain that fhe had rrone of thefe Marks about 
1¢"Jher before thefe Complaints? If not (as it is very likely) 
“Mimighe fhe nor then pinch o° disfigure her felf by fome 
Om™pocher means, fome time before, when fhe had an Op- 
portunity, and afterwards feign her felf to be pinched ? 
“f4Or might not thefe Marks be the Effeé& of fome matu- 


and barely {uch (Ef mean without any Pain 
n¢[attending chem ) which fhe might afterwards appeal tos 
to 


\ 


to make her Intpoftures the more credible? Either of 
_thefe may be fuppofed; nor do I here find any thing for 
_ that makes it any ways unlikely, unlefs ic be, that thefe pec 
Marks always appeared fre{h after ber Complaining. But this Beer 
_ is of no Force, becaufe fome Marks will appear freth 
for a long time; and I do not think it poffible for any Bpo 
one barely, upon the Infpedction of fuch a Mark as Mr. 
Bragge {peaks of, to fay precifely the Time when it was fica 
done. SothatI fee nothing of Contradié@tion here, to BAc: 
fuppofe either that thefe were bare Marks arilfing from 
pure natural Caufes, and defignedly made ufe of to fup- hy 
port and give credit to this Story of her being pinched ;Mpe , 
or that the Girl might be all this while ber own Tormen- How 
tor. To this latter indeed it may be faid, That it feems Hof 
a thing unnatural for Perfons to put themfelves volunta- iy; i 
rily to fo much Pain and Torture. But I do not fay it Bsen 
was done voluntarily ; fhe might be a little befides her § he. 
felf perhaps when fhe did it. Befides, if fhe were not, Bin 2 
T cannot tell what Motive fhe might have to play the §mo 
Impoftor ; perhaps it was fo much for her Intereft to a& ito | 
"her Part well, as to make her abundant Recompence for lus « 
any Uneafineffes of that Nature. : Bells 

But if yet ic cannot be admitted that this Girl had any fof | 
_ ‘Trick or Defign in her Head, but thatic was fomething § then 
real, and in which fhe was purely Paffive: It may, af- Qeert: 
‘ter all this Noife of outward Marks and Signs, be very Bier: 
reafonably queftioned, whether or no fhe was truly and §Sol, 
properly pinched. ‘The Maid does not fay that fhe /aw § par: 
any one pinch her; and therefore the moft that can be atti 
faid is this, That the Girl often felt a Senfation in feveral f quic 
Parts of her Body, like that which 1s occafioned by Pinching ; toge 
i.e. a quick and tranfient Pain in fome Part, which, it vu, 
feems, was followed by the fame redme/s, blackne{s, 8zc. Frits 
which are ufually feen upon fuch Occafions. But now fHe: 
- what is here in all this which may not be occafioned fas i 
by fome fudden Contractions or Twitchings of the Fibres J vin: 
6f thofe Parts, and a Stagnation of the Blood and Hu-fnot 


_ gours confequent thereupon? Ic is evident, that aise kin 
an 


Offind all other Senfations, are (fo far as our Bodies aré 
ng fconcerned in them ) nothing more than a certain and 
¢Byeculiar Motion of the fenfible Organs ; and ‘that ex- 
NS Brernal Objeas affect us for no other Reafon, than be- 
fhfcaufe they are fitted or difpofed to move the Parts of our 
1Y BBodies afcer this or that peculiar manner. From whence 
It. Bic follows, that the Concurrence of thefe external Ob- 
a Biects, to the raifing of thefe Senfations in us, is purely 
tO BAccidental, (i.e. not neceflary) and that the fame Sen- 
M #fation will always follow the fame Motion of the Organ, 
- Bby what Force foever that Organ may be fuppofed to 
L;ibe moved. Now if this be the Cafe, why may not 
- Biome internal and natural Caufe, by exciting fuch a kind 
4% Bof Motion in the fenfible Parts of this Woman's Body, 
- Bas is ufually raifed upon Pinching, raife the very fame 
BSenfation in her as if | fhe were, and make her believe that 
f Efe really was, pinched? I cannot fee any thing abfurd 
t, Hin all chis. But becaufe this may be imagined to be no 
¢ #more than pure Speculation, I would defire the Reader 
t Bto obferve what the Judicious Dr. Sydenham has taught 
{Bus concerning che Hy/terical Illne/s. He 
tells us, is frequent in Diftempers 
° ul, P- 
of this kind, for the Spirits to concenter 104 196, 
them{elves from all Parts of the Body, in a | 


piercing Pain, as if a Nail were driven into the Skull. Which 


parifon of a Burning-glafs ; where, as the Rays of Light 
acting with an united Force, burn with the greater ftrength and 
quickne{s ; fo in this Cafe, the Spirits rufhing impetuoufly al- 
together into one Part, do make a more quick and violent Di- 
vulfion of the fenfible Membranes. Now, Ifay, if the Spi- 
‘Brits by thefe irregular and tumultuous Motion into the 
1 f Head, can caufe the fame, or much fuch fort of, Pain, 
iflas if a Nail were driven into that Part, purely by gi- 
ifving fuch a peculiar Motion to thofe Fibres ; Why may 
*Enot they, rufhing upon any other Part, with another 
}Pkind of Motion, raile alfothe Senfation of Nipping or 
2 Pinching, 


certain Point of the Pericranium, and to caufe {uch a {harp and 


Solution he handfomely enough illuftrates by the Com- 


™ 


Pinching, by the Means of the fame internal Cau. 
_ But that this is a thing very pofible,. we can no way 
fo'well prove as. by fhewing that it is in Fact true. And 
this Ithink we may in fome Meafure do from the Ob. 


servations of the above-mentioned Author 


P. 108,109. For in the fame Differration he tells us, 
_ That this Diftemper ( meaning the Hyft. 
Proceffus integ. vical Ilne{s ) is apt not only to affect the Inter. 
fubTit AF HP. nel Parts, but alfo the External, viz. the 

a bis Mufcular Flefh, [pecially the Shoulders, Handi, 
Legs, and Thighs, caufing fometimes a Pain, and {ometim: 
ia Swelling upon the Part afficied. He tells us further, that 
thefe Pains do leave behind them {uch a Tenderne{s upon the 


Skin, as will hardly endure the Touch, juft as if the Fle 
bad been beaten. | 

| All chis we learn from this Sagacious and Accurate Phy 
fician ; and it is what the daily Experience and Obfer- 
vation of others do abundantly confirm. And now | 
woud defire Mr. Bragge to confider a little , how much 
this differs from the Pinching, wherecf we are now 
‘fpeaking. It is, I chink, at /eaft- evident from hence, that 
Nature 1s able to go a great way in producing fuch Et 
feéts, which, if if we did not daily obferve them, 
«woud appear to us to be very wonderful; and alchough 


“J cannot fay that thefe Two Cafes are exgély alike inall 


Circumftances, yet their Features bear fo great a Like- 
nefs to each other, that we may reafonably enongh 
fuppofe them to be Children of the fame Parent.  Itis 


-not neceflary that they fhould be exaé/y the fame in all 


Refpeds; it is fufficient for my Purpofe, if any thing in 
‘Nature can be met with, that bears any Refemblance to 
the Cafe now before us: And if this be here granted 


_me, as I think ic cannot reafonably be denied me, thofe 


Difficulties, which may arife from fome {mall Diffe- 
rences between them, will be of no Momenr: For it 


4s by no means hard to be conceived, how Nature 


fhould often vary in the Methods of her operating in 
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4 ; and that the fame Diftemper fhoi’d'ap- 


pear under different Faces, according to the Difference 
of the Subjeéts upon which it refides. This is all chart 
have to fay concerning this Matter, taking it for gran- 
ted that che Reader has already obferved, that there ts 


nothing at all in it, which has any Relation to Fane 


There is now but one Story more, which remains to 
be confider’d ; and that is at P. 31. where we are told, 
That a certain Woman accidentally clapping her Hand againft 
theBed’s Head,immidiately received ThreeBlows upon thé Palm 
of ber Hand, &c. It isnot faid here who this Woman 
was, that we can tell whether or no fhe is to be believed, 
or not too much given to Fancy and Whimfy. Ie 
might be the Lady that fwooned away at the tak- 
ing of the Pins, for any thing Mr. Bragge has told us, 
unlefs his faying, that She was one that bad but little Faith 
in the(e Matters, argues any thing to the contrary. ’ But 
{fuppofing ic was fomebody elfe, and that fhe wasone 
who formerly had no great Faith in Things of this 
Nature, I do not know how much her Fairh mgiht-have 
been improved by thofe many ftrange Appearances that 
had lately hapned, nor whether her Imagination might 
not by this time have been wrought up to fuch a Pitch, 
as wou d enable her to feel whatfoever fhe pleafed: But 
I can fay but little to this, for Want of a more expli- 
cite Knowledge of the Perfon here fpoken ‘of, the 
Circumftances fhe was then in, and the Manner of her 
receiving this Blow ; and therefore I fhall not pretend 
to give any Account for it, but fhall leave it as I find it. 

And now I dave likewile done with the Story of this un- 
bappy Maid: In examining which I have, I hope, paf- 
fed by nothing that is material enough to be confidered: 
There are however fome Circumftances of a more ge- 
neral Nature, which frequently occur throughout this 
whole Narrative ; and which therefore to avoid Repe- 
tition, I defignedly referved to be confidered by them- 
felves. And to thefe I now betake my felf, and fhall 

in 
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in the hafidling them,according to the Method firft laid 


down, confider what Foundation there is in them to 
build this Opinion of Witchcraft on, and alfo the Rea- 


fons they afford to charge this Witchcraft particularly fi 


upon Fane Wenham. 

_ The Firft that I fhall take notice of, is that of Anne 
Thorne’s being fo frequently recovered out of her Fits by 
Prayer, which, Mr. Bragge fays, is fo great an Argument 
of their being immediately inflicted upon her by Evil § pirits, 
Withregard to which I muft beg leave to enquire, 

x. Whether or no it be fo certain as Mr. Bragge fup- 
pofes, that fhe was ever recovered out of any Fir at all 
_ by thefe Means? This isa Queftion which perhaps Mr. 
Bragge may not think fo modeftly put, after the Thing 
has been attefted upon fo many Experiments, and upon 
fuch good Authority. But I do here declare, that I do 
mot in the leaft call in Queftion the Credit of thofe Per- 


fons who have attefted thefe Things : I do verily believe & 


them to be Perfons of Integrity; and do not make 
any doubt at all, but that Anne Thorne was, according to 
all Appearance, recoverd out of many Fits by the Me- 
thod Mr. Bragge {peaks of. But then wirhal, I think it 
may reafonably enough be doubted, whether or no fhe 
did not very much impofe upon thofe about her, by mas 
king a fhew of fome Diforders, which in themfelves 
‘were really none. Ido not fay, that all her Fits were 
no more than Sham and Impofture ; on the contrary, 
I do verily believe, and have all along fuppofed, that 
fhe did labour under fome real Distemper: But then it 
does not neceffarily follow , that all chat fhe feemed to 
have, were of the fame kind. Anne Thorne might ( if 
fhe pleafed ) mix and interfperfe feveral Counterfeits 
with her real Diforders; and this (we know) is no 
more than is common with all Deceivers, who imagine 
(and very juftly too) that che moft certain way to gain 
Credit to their Impoftures, is to interweave them with 
fomething that is real and true. What is here faid of 
Fits in general , may alfo be applied to the particular 
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id symptoms of each Fit with relation’ to one another. 
ro MFor here too may be a Mixture of ‘Truth and Falf 
hood, of fuch Symptoms as are the Natural and Genu- 
ine Offspring of the Diftemper it felf, and of orhers 
hich are no more than the Effeés of turbulent and 
m @over-heated Imagination, or of fomething worfe. 
yy From thefe Obfervations, there naturally arifes a ve- 
at wry confiderable Difficulty , which muft be very well 
ts, Hcleard up, before we fhall be able to come to any Deé- 
ermination of the Point between us ; viz. How to 
p- Mdiftinguifh between thofe Fits of Anne Thorne which are 
ll Herve and real Diftempers, and chofe (if any there be of 
ir, that kind) which are only Cheat, or the bare Delufions 
ie of Fancy and Imagination, Unlefs we can do this, all 
yn MDi(putes about Anne Thorne’s being recovered out of ber Fits 
lo Wy Prayer will be to very little purpofe ; becaufe the ve- 
r- Wy Terms of che Queftion will be wichout any certain 
ve Mand determinate Signification ; it being one ching to be 
ke Mrecovered out of a true Fit by Prayer, and another to 
to Bbe recovered out of a Diforder which is counterfeited, or 
e- Bat beft but the wild Delufions of a diftemper’d Brain. Now 
it Mthere is but one way that I can think of, which wou'd 
ne Bhave fettled this Point upon a clear Bottom, and put an 
ae End to all Difputes arsfing from it; and that is, To 
es Bhave obferved, and carefully examined into every par- 
re Mticular Symptom, that difcovered it felf at thofe times, 
y, gwhen fhe was thus recovered by Prayers, and to have 
at Hfhown chem to be fuch as did of Necefliry argue the 
it BFic to have been a trueand proper Diftemper. This, I 
to May, wou'd have been the only way to have cleared up 
if Hall chefe Difficulties, and to have render’d the Story 
its Plain and intelligible ; and this, give me leave to tell 
10 #Mr. Bragge, was what might reafonably have been ex- 
re Fpected rote him, had he had any Regard to his own 
in §Credic, or the Readers Satisfa@ion. But iniftead 
th fof this, we find nothing bue Darknefs and Uncer- 
of ftainry; fo litcle Exaétnefs has been obferved with 
ar telation to this particular, that I do here challenge him 
n- to 


fiowfo much as one Relation, where it is poffibleffo! 
for any: one-to forma tolerable Judgment of that Fits 
from which fhe isfaid to have been recovered by Pray-[f{o 
ets. Pag. 12. Mr. Bragge tells us fhe bad a difmal Fira 
Pag: 15. that fhe had feveral returns of her Fits. Pag. 
that fhe was ina violent Fit. Pag. rg. that {he had one 
more. Pag. 22. that fhe continued to have her Fits, &c.ca 
Now I would fain know what is any one the wifer forffa 
all this ? Or what could Mr. Bragge poflibly propofe tof? 
Kimfelf from this indiftin@ relation ? Whar could’ heffor 
imagine, that any one who reads this Narrative of his/fith: 
fhould be capable of underftanding, by his faying inff// 
genera Ferms only, That the Maid was ina Fit in a viel§{y' 
Fit, &c. ‘Fhe Word Fit isa very complex Termiyfill 
and contains in it as many Notions almoft as the 
Diftemper. It fignifies precifely nothing at all ; and rhere-§iTc 
fore 2li that any Man can gather from hence is no moré—ifar 
than this, viz. That Anne Thorne was to all outward ap 
pearance in fome diforder, out of which fhe was. recoveredby 
Prayer. Wad Mr. Bragge therefore 2 mind to have made 
the World believe, that there was any thing wonder 
ful in all this, he ought to have fet down the particular 
Symptoms of that Diftemper which he calls a Fir, andfhife 
out of which fhe was recovered by Prayer. Act leaftifor 
_he fhould never have omitted fuch (if any there weré/Iklu: 
which gave demonftration that the Diftemper was 
and real. By this means, he would have given everyffhea 
one an opportunity of judging as well as himfelf, and 
thereby wholly difcharged himfelf as a Relator. Where- 
as, by omitting fuch things as thefe, it looks as if he 
had not intended thefe Accounts for the Information offfiad 
under ftanding and judicious Men, but only to amufe the Jg-Bnci: 
morant, who are ready enough ro take things in grofs#bbi 
But to go on, alas whi 
ry. we find Mr. Bragge fomething more exadéthrc 
and giving us one Symptom of that grievous Fit whichifver< 
Anne Thorne is there {aid to have had upomher. Bur th@Pra 
misfortune is, itis fuch a one-as will do him no mannefinuc 
ou 


per. 


> 


¢ 
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Blelf of kindinels ; he fays here thé was Speecbh(2, CEE 
without fpeech) and fo indeed is ‘Of in 


other Places. But before’ I can believe there is 
Fit, Many thing ftrange in allthis, I ‘would fir® défire’to 
r6mknow what Mr. Bragge underftands by any Perfons be- 
Fitting {peechle/s'? Vs it, wot to fpeak' becaufe oné of" be- 
Sc, Bcaufe one will not Vf the latter, what wonder is it, that 
forfa Wench who defigned ‘to play ‘the Cheat, arid make 
stomPcople believe fie was inchanted,°fhould vouchfafe to 
hefopen her Month when any one'was praying by her? But 
hisymthis perhaps is not Mr. Bragge’s Notion OF 
ines. She was /peechle/s he fays, 7 e: (he ought to’ have 
eBid) fhe could not (peak. But how does Mr. Bragge know 
myMell: chis ? Why for no other reafon that I can’ fee than 
fhe did not. [peak. May not then a Perfon hold his 
re@Tongue gnd fay nothing if he fees fo fit ? Ts it necef- 
oréM@iary that this Maid fhould mever’ be filent, but when fhe 
Mcould not be otherwife ? T have often heard, that Wo- 
nen-kind are’much given to ule their Tongtes ; but I 
id not know till now, that it was Effential to them to be 

prating. In plain Terms, the Tongue is fo. 
uch at our own difpofal as nothing more’; ‘it may be 

ndfifed or not ufed,jult as our Humours lead us.’ And there- 

yore I think it is but a weak way of reafoning, to con- 

re/Iklude, that becaufe a Perfon who faid nothing before, 

wis obferved to come to her Tongue immediately upon 

any one at Prayers, therefore fhe was re- 
nd&over’d by Prayers out of any trne and real Diftem- 

re-Bper. 

a 6. We read, that befides her being /peechlefs fhe 
had ftrange Tremblings and Convulfions of the Body ; but ~ 
neither will.all this in che leaft help him. For it isto be 
wpbferved, thar this was not one of thofe Fits of 
which fhe .was récovered by Prayer, neither do Tfind 
&fhroughout this whole Book, that ever fhe ‘was Feto- 
clivered from any Convulfions. at all, by the imeafis. of 
h@Prayer : befides, if fhe were, we are all his while as 
eflmuch in thé Dark ‘ds ever. For we are not told (which 
off Wwe 


& 


we. ought.to havebeen) upom what Parts of the 


Body thefe Convulfions. were, and whether upon the 


Mufcles that ferve.to voluntary or involuntary motions. If 


thefe-Mufcles which are here faid to be convulfed, 
were under the Power and Regulation of the WU, there 
is'nothing..in Nature: more eafily counterfeited than 


‘thefe Convulfions ;, and therefore till this be Clearly 


cided,: it. is impoffible for one to know what to beleive 
concerning it. I do admire, that any Man of Senf 
and Judgment fhouid. thus confound and jumble things 
together, .. which ought fo carefully to have been di- 
ftinguifhed!. Surely, Mr. Bragge muft have a very odd 
Notion.of Mankind; to think any one would be per. 
{waded to, ground an Opinion upon fo weak and un- 
certain’ a Foundation ! It would have been tolerable 
enough to: have heard an ignorant Mechanick, or an Ol 
Woman in a Chimney-corner talking at this rate ; but 
for 2 Pinlotopher, and one that fets up for an Hiftorian 


too, to write after this lame and imperfe4t manner is, 


what I.think is hardly pardonable. 
| At P..31. we have an account of another Fit, out of 
which fhe was recover’d by Prayer, and where Mr. 
Bragge ‘has obliged:us with an account of one Symptom, 
But here to countenance us a little, we have it feems 
the Opinion of a very able Phyfician, that it might be 
more than counterfeit. But perhaps the Doétor’s Opi- 
nion does not weigh much with Mr. Bragge, (tho'l 
perceive he can rely very much upon it, when it ferves 
‘his curn) he isa perfect Infidel, he tells us, in thefe Ca- 
fes, and therefore what he fays he would have us fup- 
pofe, not to be fo free and unprejudiced as it ought to be. 
‘Befides, the Girl is now fadly pinched, which fhews the 
Diftemper to be fomething rea/. Well let this be fo for 
once); and will Mr. Bragge fay, that fhe was recoverd 
out of this by Prayer? Pray let him look back to P. 
_ ‘go. where he will find under his own Hand, That al- 
though fhe was prayed by all that Day yet fhe was ever and 
anon moft fadly pinch’d. In this Cafe then, the only 
Symproms 
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symptom which could not'be counterfeited could not 
be removed by Prayer. 
‘In fhort, there is but one Fit. in this’ whole Book” 
befides thofe of her Rumning , and Leaping’, 
nfter thofe uncommon Rates) ‘but what may, for: any ‘ 


foing Mr. Bragge has told us to the contrary, be pure ‘ 


heat and Impofture, and that is at P. 18. Here we’ 
are told, that fhe was as cold as a dead Corpfe, her Nofe’ 
pinch'd, ber Pulfe and Breath gone. Now the Motion of: 
the Heart upon which all thefe Symptoms depend, is’ 
altogether involuntary, thefe therefore I grant could not. 


counterfeited. If therefore fhe can be recovered 
‘Bout of this Fic by Prayer, I will fay not one Word 


more, but freely grant the thing that Mr. Bragge 
defires. But now what ‘an unlucky Accident is this? 
This, which is the only Inftance that could have done > 
Mr. Bragge any fervice, bears directly againft him. 
Here it feems Prayers are of no manner. of Service, 
neither is it pofltble to recover her, till ‘Sane Wenham 
by coming in unties the Inchantment. But of that by and. 
By this time I hope Mr. Bragge is fomewhat fenfible' 
that I was nor fo unreafonably {crupulous when I put. 
the Queftion , Whether or no it was {0 certain as. he 
tends, that Anne Thorne 2was really recovered out of any 
Fit by Prayer? For, after all this Noife and Buftle thac* 
has been made about it, it does not appear that ever fhe” 
was (I mean, out of fuch Fits, as were true and real Di- 
{tempers ). And I muft here beg leave to obferve, ‘That’. 


‘| the Methods then taken were not likely to bring this’ 


Matter to a fair Determination.Forthefe Prayers were al- 
ways ufed in the Hearing and Prefence of the Girl, 5, ray 
(for, it feems, fhe 2as all along very fenfible) * 
this gave her all the Scope’ imaginable to play the 
Cheat, if ‘fhe had any Inclinations fo to do, Whereas 
had thefe Petfons prayed by themfelves, im a~ private 
Room, fothat fhe could not have had the leaft Know- 


ledge or Intimation of it.,“this would have prevented 
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all Counterfeit. in. the Maid her. feif and: cut. off all 
Sufpicion of it in others. Whether or no. Prayers offer. 
ed tip;to-God after this manner, are lefs effectual than 
thofe -which are offer'd up in the Sick Perfon’s Pre. 
ferice, is,not..my Bufinefs to.determine....Thus much 
is cerraia , That if the Maid-had recovered fo many 
fhe was prayed for, in private, 
this wouldshave been a itrong Proof, that there was 
fomething, ii.her Cafe more than ordinary. But her 
Recovering upon beineypray'd for in her.own Pre, 
fence, does. by no means prove thus much; ( unlefs.it 
be-firft fhown,that her Fits were real) -becaufe fhe be. 
ing {9 .fenfible of what, was doing. might eafily 
-come.qut of them at that time, if they were no more 
than Countericit., 


"2, Becaufe I promifed to deal very fairly, I will now 
erant.all that. Mr. Bragge would have, and ( for Argu- 
ment-fake) fuppofe that Thorne was.recover'd out 
of real Fits,,.by the Methods whereof we are now {peak- 
ing. ‘For even this being admitted, I can by no means 
fee, how, itis fo. convincing a-Proof as Mr. Bragge pre- 
thefe Fits vere immediately inflied by evil 
Spirits. He tells us, indeed, (to prove this) That our 
Saviour has prefcribed Prayer, as the beft Remedy again{t the 
Power ad, Malice of Saten:; That there is great Force.iv 
ity arive out evil Spirits; and that our Saviour and his 
Apopies.caft out many Devils-by that means..All this is 
very truc,. but nothing at all co his Purpofe. For. it is 
butjan.odd way. of Arguing, to fay, ,That becaufe De 
vils way, be calt out. by the.Force of Prayer , that.tberefore ah 
Curing. of..Diftempers. by this: means, is Cafting out Devils, 
Hf indeed, our Saviour had told us, that Prayer was effe- 
&ual in: uring fuch. Diftempers only as.are infli@ed. by 
Evil Spirits; then Mr. Bragge’s Argument would 
haye-been {trong and good ; Bu to this we are told th¢ 
contraty; For. the Apoitle adviles, pe 
fopuld cal FOR St the Eldens 


ifs ef 


of 
he 
be 
bu 
pe 
| th 
4 an 
fh 
pe 
CO 
gC 
tll 
an 
ne 
D 
D 
W 
CT 
iis 
al 
aC 
0 
on 
Dee 
0” 


of the Church; and let. them pray over bim } anointing bint 


with Oy! in the Name of the Lord ; And! then promifes, 
That. the Prayer of Faith fhall fave the. fick ,.and the Lend 
fall raife him up. It is ‘not here faid,: If any, Man Be 
bewitched. among you, or be poffeffed.avith an Evil Sparit:; 
but if .eny man be fick ;meaning.all Sorts.of Diftem- 
pers. whatfoever. And it is, I chink, beyond Difpute,. 
that ic was frequent, not only in ithe Times of Chaat 
and his. Apoftles, but for many Years,after., for: Bid 
fhops of the Church,.to cure many > Natural Diftem4 
pers by this means. So, that Anne} Thorne’s being, 
coverd out. of her Fits by Prayer .is.every, whit as 
good. an Argumentto prove her Diftemper tobe Na- 


tural, as it is to prove it inflicted by an Evil Spirit; 


and for this very Reafon 4t 1s an, Argument for. nei- 
ther. . All that it proves, (if it be true!) as, That God bar 
yet wholly withdrawn, this miraculous Power of Curing 


Difeafes, from his MinifSterss but as to the Natereof the - 


Diftemper. which is thus cured , it is'no- manner of aft 


BArgument, either one. way or theother, 


But. we are now come to. another Confideration; 
which feems not only to},be. an Argument of Witch? 
craft, -but which does alfo-feem to affix, this Witchcraft 
upon, ‘Fane Wenham ;..and that: is, the-Reesvery of -Anne 
Thorne out of her Fits ienmediately upon Jane Wenhami's 
ming to her; But again Mr; Bragge, according té 
is peculiar, Way of. relating, has told us only in genes 
al Terms, that fhe} was inaFit ov if he has attempted! 
any, time to defcribe thele Fits to, us, it is. done-with 
0 little Care and Exadinefs, that it is impofisble thatiany 
ne fhould be able co form-any) certain Judgment coft- 
erning them. We are!toldshet fhe was 
that ber Eyes,\were that fhe -P.9, 
cemed to be in great Mifery and Torture, ima 12, 
woongDead, and the/like, .Nowwhatany 
lan. is ableito gather from all this (unlefs he is ablesto 

fail} 
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know, did ‘Mr. Bragge fee in Anne Thorne at that 


tame, which made him think fhe was in a S.oon, or Dead? 
What Symptoms were then upon her, that we may be 
affured, thefe fainting Fits, which fhe /eemed to be in, 
were truly and properly fuch? I am not able to guefs 
what Mr. Bragge.méans by feeming to be Dead, or feem- 
to ‘be Swoon, ‘any more than that he and per- 
haps the reft of the Perfons about -her, thought her to 
be-fo : But how far dis, or their Judgments, ‘are to be re- 
Hed upon in this Cafe, depends upon fomething that I 


_& know nothing of, I mean their-Skill in thofe Matters, and 


the Care and Exatinef{s that were made ufe of in examining 
into every particular Circum [tance of ber Diforder. And there- 


fore,ctill I have’ better Information about thefe things, 
-Peannot avoid being in the fame Doubt that I was in 


with relation to the former Story ;~ viz. Whether ever 
fhe ‘was recovered ‘out of any Fits at all by ‘Fane Wer- 
ham’s coming to ber. ‘The Story indeed that is mentioned 
Page 18. may pethaps feem to put this Matter beyond 
difpute. This l-obferved before; and acknowledge now, 
muft be fuppofed to be fome real Diftemper ; and yet it 
ishhere that fhe'was recovered at the fight of Jane Wen- 
ham.’ But I obferve here} that fince ic does not appear 


tharany other of Fits ‘were of the fame Nature, this 
comes now to be-confidered as one fingle Cafe, whith 


(becaufe it may be\no more than Accident) im my htim- 
ble:Opinion is not fufficient 'to juftify this Charge*ot 
Witchcraft. Ifthe had never 'récoveréd but this one-time 
Tedarefay no body would have beer fo rath foolifh 
ly:credulous, as to'have thought it a good Argument t 
fix this Witchcraft upon Fane Wenham. But if the othe 
Fits were not_real Diftempers, this will then be truly 
the Cafe: This Story will then ftand alone, and'th 
Force of the others which fhould fupport and eftablifh it 
But I need not ‘infift upon this Argument; fince’M 


Bragge himfelf) has’unluckily' puc‘one much better 


imy Hand. He -hasigiven ug an Account’of a 
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Perfon, who was to have been Je- 
witched, and who alfo was recovered out.of Par. 2. 
her Fits by the Touch of her, who was 11,13, — 
thought to have been the Perfon that had . 
bewitched her. But an ingenious Perfon being there pre- 
fent, and objecting, it feems, that this Experiment was 
not fufficient to find the Prifoner Guilty (who was now 
upon her Tryal) fince the afflicted Perfon perceiving the 
Witch to touch her, might counterfeit all thofe violent 
Motions, which, upon that Occafion, were obferved in 
her: It was defired by the Judge, that fome Eminent 
Gentlemen would attend this diftetnpered Perfon, while 
fhe was in one of her Fits at the other End of the Hall; 
and bring one of the Witches to her. They did fo, “it 
feems, and the Maid being blinded, one Amy Duny was 
brought near, but another Perfon touched her, and the 
Touch had the fame Effect as that of the Witches had 
before. 
This is the Story , as Mr. Bragge himfelf has related 
it; and becaufe I know he has a large Meafure of Faith 
to beftow upon things of this Nature, I cannot in the 
leaft doubt but that he is fully perfwaded, that this Maid 
was bewitched, and that {he then laboured under fome real 
Diftemper of Body, when fhe was recovered by the 
Touch of this Woman. Give me leave therefore to 
Philofophize a little upon this Matter, and endeavour 
to give fome Account of this extraordinary Accident. 
And in order to this, E do here, in the firft place, fip- 
pofe, that this Maid finding her felf in fome ftrange 
Diforder, did really imagine her felf-to be bewitebed, 
(whether fhe really was or not, it.does not fignify ) 
and from the common Opinion that People had of this 


§ Amy Duny, and fome other concurrent Circumftances, 


did likewife fuppofe her to be the Perfon that had be=- 
witched her. ‘This ftrong Perfwafion ef hers, could 
not poffibly bue raife in her the higheft Hatred and A- 
verfion to this Woman, and the utmoft Eagernefs and 
Impatience to revenge her felf of her, whenever fhe 
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came in. her way,..From. this Heat ‘of Paffion, andi 
immioderate Thirft after Revenge, there will naturally §f 
arifé a violent Commotion and Exagitation of the fi, 
Spirits; which,¢annot but caufe.very great Difturban 
ces and Alterations in the Animal Oeconomy. By this the 
Blood, and other Humours, will receive a new Fermen- fj), 
ation, and be railed up into violent Ebullitions, and 
irregular Motions ; the folid Parts, which depend upon #y 
thefe,, will be varioufly ,altéred in the Tone, and 
Movement of them; in a ward, the whole Fraine of Bw 
‘the, Body, will be difcompofed and put out of Order, Ba, 
and Nature will exert it felf after the moft ftrance and Bio 
incommon Methods.; Hence thofe diftra@ed Looks, 
that Sparkling of the Eyes, and Iremblings of the 
Joints, which we obferve in Anger ; that Sprighlinefg of Bide 
Conmntenance, thofe Anrick Geftures, and Exultations, 
which we obferve in Exce/s of oy: Hence in fhore, all Birth 
thofe different,Faces which Nature puts on , in all che 
various Affections and Movements of the Soul.. _—s—-: Hc: 
__ From this Foundation , it will be no hard Matter. to Mrhe 
give fome tolerable Account of the Cafe before us: Bpli 
For this Maid (as I before obferved } being under fuch Bole, 
ftrong Perfwafions, that fhe was bewitch’'d by this Am for 
Dyny, it is eafy to conceive, that immediately upon this Bor 
Touch which fhe received, Nature fhould, by the Meé- fhe 
thods now mentioned, be rowzed up, and by 4 fitha 
fudden and violent Plunge extricate her felf out of thofé fithe 
Difficulties under which fhe then laboured. Neither 


it at albalter the Cafe , thar it was not Amy Duny, Ewa: 


bur fome other Woman, that then touched .her ; for Mebir 
( as ic was there righly obferved ) this Maid might be,fpof 
and doubtlefs was, deceived in the Perfon ; and ima- 
ginerit to be the Witch, when it really was not. . And it 
very fame thing with relation to rhe Effeas 
aud Confequentes, whether it were fhe or any other§Th 
that then rouched her, provided the Maid did fully be- fea 
Lieve. and was ftrongly per{waded , that ic was really fhe {Th 
Mt, Bragge may not perhaps like this Solution of 
ut 


4 
‘ 


[but I do affure him it is no more than what, maybe 
nd confirmed by, many. parallel Inftances. We fee 
ly Brimes Perfons in an Hyferick Fit, Hpopleny, or Lethargy, 
he Bfaddenly brought to. again by plucking of the 
i: Bl Hair, Burning, or nipping of the. Skin, and fuch like Mes 
he Bthods ; nay, | have known many even breathing out their 
ja? Gafp, who have been revived. again Days, 
Nt Honly. by a {brill and. /udden {creaming with the Voice, 
On M Now all thefe Methods; however various in themfelves, 
Od Bdo yet unanimonfly agree ift the Caufe and Manner b 
of which they operate, All that they do is to give quicl 
et, Band fudden Motion:ta the Spirits ; and it is wond 
tochink with ungommen Force: Ne 
ftruggle upon thefe Occafions ; and how eafly and /peedie 
he Bf) ic will mafter che moft violent aad dangerous Difor- 


> 


ut 


And Lhope, we have in lome Meature opened 
all Bthe way, to the Springs of this.new Life, whith Anse “4 
BTborne received at the Approach of Sane Wenham, ‘The 
Cafes are fo exaétly the that I take it for gtanred 
(0 Bthe Reader muft have gone along with mé in the Ap- . 
Bplication of. them to.each other. ,, Shé Was now ina vi 
Fit, which I, fuppofe either, to -be -Hyfexical, 
Bor fomething /ike it, and her Brain being in fonte Dit 
is Border, tho’ noc fo as to render het wholly jpkeetible oF 
¢- Bher Condition, fhe has a ftrong Perfwafign in -her'felt 
a4 Mthat this Fane Wenham had bewitched her. No wonder 
that upon the Approach. ofthis Woman to her, 
et her languid Spirits were immediately alarmd, te 
rowzed and awakened out of: her‘Fit,, and thae fhe 
Of Brbirfted with Impatience after her Blood, whom fhe fup- 
€,Bpofed to be the Occafion of all:-her Miferies. 
-— We will now therefore Pive Mr, Brag ge Leave to fup- 
it Fpofe,,as many real Firs.as he pleafes, and doubt nor brit 
sfwe fhall be able to folye them from the Jame Pinel és, 
Ci There is one thing alone, which may feem to.bé an O 
eGion againft what)L have faid); which is, 
Thorac sever recovered upon the Touch of any orber Performs 


, 


bam, and not know her 


ean be fatisfied , ‘that fhe had no Hint or Intimation 0 


firm this. 
Place befides, where we read of 


.  fuch young Wenches are at leering. But once more,¥ 


‘they do? pin Mr. Bragge himfelf tells us, that the} 


fomething more, which is, that der Eyes were clofed 


Was fhe not able to hear, becaufe fhe could not fee? I 
Mr, Bragge affured, that amongft fuch a Throng’ of 
People that was generally about her, fomebody:o 


although foe could ot tell wiberher it were'the'real Witch or 
But I do here very much wonder, ‘how Mr. Bragge@2 
could fay all-this, with fuch an Air of Affurance. ‘The 


Experiment was never made but once that I can find, 
and that at P: 16. Here we are told, That Anne 
Thorne was in a Fit, and that every one of thofe Women@2 
which Jane Wenham had acculed were brought 10 ber 
Jee if they could raife ber out of ber Fit. Well, what did 


touched ber, and {poke to ber. And yet he tells us here, 
Zhat Anne Thorne never recovered at the Touch of am 
Perjon befides Jane Wenham, although fhe could not tell whe. 
ther it were {he or mo. But is it credible, that Anne Thirm 
fhould have been thus long converfant witn Fane Wen. 
y her Voice? Surely a Man 
muft have neither Care, nor Shame, that can write at 
this rate! But let us proceed. After thefe Women had 
tried tO recover. Anne Thorne , and could do no good 
with her, we arecold immediately, that fame Wenham 
‘was brought to her privately, and that then Anne Thorm 
prefently flew at her. But Sow privately, I would know, 
‘was all this done ¢ Was it /o privately that Mr. Bragegt 


it? He talks fo coldly, ‘and fo /paringly here, that I almot 
begin to fufpeé& thar he himfelf knows not how to af 
Well! but at P. 12. ( which is the ‘onlyg: 
Fane Wenham’s being 

brought to Anne Thorne privately ) Mr. Bragge tells ui 


Buc was it therefore Paes that fhe fhould knov 
any thing of ‘fane’Wenham’s coming to her? Is Mr 
Bragge {ure that fhe ‘did not. péep out a little under he 
Eye-lids ¢ Lack-a-day, he does not confider how expe 


woud know , Were her Ears clofed as faft as her Eyes 


otheg 
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Mother did not unluckily blab out, that fame Wenbamwas 


a coming I am very much afraid, that. he’ can give 


eno good An{wer to all chefe Queftions ; but till he 2, 


I muft beg leave to be of Opinion, that Anne Thorne di 
fome way or other {mell out what they were a-doing , 
and knew very well that was the Witch that touched 
her. 
' But if now after all this, the Devil muft be concern- 
ed here, I fee.not yet what Ground they have from 
hence to charge Witchcraft upon ‘Fane Wenham, _A 
Witch, according to Mr. Bragge’s own — 


Notion, is one who confents by any. Part 2. P.29. 


League or Contract to make Ufe of the ee 
Aid and Affiftance of the Devil. But now for my 
Life I cannot fee, how-it follows from this Maid’s Re- 
covery out of her Fits upon Fane Wenbam’s coming in, 
that there ever was fuch a Contract made between her 
and the Devil. If this Diftemper.depended upon the 
Devil’s Power, may not the Devil fufpend this Power, 
and take off the Diftemper whenfoever he pleafes? 
Was it riot as eafy for him to do chis upon any. other 
Perfons- coming into the Room, as it was upon Fane 
Wenbam’s? Suppofe then that ic had come in theDevil’s 
Head to have taken off this Charm, and releafed the 
Maid out of her Fit, exactly at the Time that. Mr. 
Bragge came in, wou’d any one have been fo mad as — 


+ immediately to have concluded Mr. Bragge to have.been 
Conjurer? I dare fay, Mr. Bragge will not. Itke this 


Conclufion ; but why then will he be fo partial, as to 


owg call Fane Wenham a Witch, upon the very fame Foun- 


dation upon which he wou’d think it very hard himfelf 


to be fo thought of ? Mr. Bragge will fay perhaps, that 
this is not the fame Cafe ; for ‘fane Wenbamis known to 


-be a very wicked. Woman; and befides, fhe is already 


under ftrong Sufpicions of Witchcraft. Very night; . 
but fhe is therefore, I.think, the more proper Perfon 


for the Devil to play his Pranks upon. If he wascon- 
cerned. in the railing Anne Thorne at.the 
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ing the and Scandal of. a re 
Witch; and perhaps‘to- deftroy her; bur this he wou'd 
fave it very hard‘Marter to-have done, had the 
Of an Eftablithed Credie aad Unfully’d 
Reputation: Befidess it is reaforiable enough ro think, 
that Godwou d not have permicred him to have brought 
{6 foul'a Chara&er ‘upon any one ‘that is truly Good 
and Virttous fay the faine for chofe who ff 
Fake Wenham may, for any thing l 
know, deferve ‘that Punifhment which God has now 
upori her; ajid he may, for chat Reafon, have given 
her up.wholly to the Devil's Mercy ; to be deale with 
as he think fitto ufe her. So'that after all this 
about Anne Thorne’s Recovery-atthe Approach of 
| Fane Wenham, nothing more can be argued from hence | 
“even fappofing the Devil was concerned in it ) than 
that he hat an Intention of doing Mifchief ro them 
To the one, by affiGing her wich Bodily Di 


‘and to the ‘orher by bringing her under a fufpi 
tion of ‘being the Perfon who ads as his Inftrument, 
and who is the occafion of all chofe Sufferings, 
if this ‘will nor do; here are it feems feveral 
other Marks and Chara&ers, which are fufficient ro fik 
Wieclicrafe upon Fane Wenbam. ‘The firft of whichis 
| Thorn's crying out her, in all ber Intervals as 
bf all ber Torments. "This Mr. Bragge {eems to lay 
firefs upon, whenever he ‘has occafion to 
Tpéak ‘of it. But wich‘all due fubmiffiou, I take it to be 
5. nt fo very weak, as norhing in Nature can be more. 
‘Pray ‘is nor poflible: for a crack-brain’d Creature’to fi 


felf bewiteh’d when there is really nothing 
‘it? “And if it be to'be thus miftaken in the 
‘ghing'it felf, is it nor likewife poffible, nay is it not ‘mel 

“* ee that fhe fhould ‘miftake in the Aurhor of ic ? Oris 
“Tt mot pofitbles that‘one who has adefign to play Tricks Br 
‘and fet her Neighbours'a ftaring,’ to feign’ her {elf sbe- [ri 
arched, ‘and then te ‘makeia huge Ovecry upon any fof 
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Perfon that ferves beft for her parpofe ? Alf thefe things? 


a 

very poffible, and theréfore till ir be proved that? 
Thorne As really bewitched, hér crying ‘out'againft 
Wenham will prove no more, than either that the’ 
d Binks fhe has bewitched her, or has 4 mind chat-other, 
BFolks fhould think fo. But néicher, if «this could-he 


stoved, do Ifee any greatgood it can can 
y'no means think it:neceflary, thac when any Perfon: 
is bewitched, the Devil:muft needs inform him ofthe 
nftrament he has made ufe of. ‘He might, asfaras we' 
can teH, take poflefliomof Aune.Thorne.and yet leave 
her wholly in the Dark upon whofe Errand he came 5 
and if fo, Tam nor as yer, I muft:confefs, fo entirely 
fatisfy'd ‘with “Anne Thorne’s Infakibility, as. to think fhe 
might not poffibly miftake and charge the: Witchcraft 
upon a wrong Body. In this Cafe, if ‘faneWenbamhad 
been never fo innocent, fhe would have been fure:not- 
withftanding to have had all che Mifchief laid at her 
Door; for fhe having fo long been fufpeaed by all:her 
Neighbours, Aane Thorne it 1s likely would have béen 
ready enough to have concluded it was fhe, without 
eiving her felf the trouble of looking: out any further. 
But afterall, 1 fee norabfurdity in fuppofing ‘here; thae 
the Devil bimfelf might be the Deceiver ; his Credit [ 
think issmot fo very good, that what he fays muft al- 
ways be depended upon.. And therefore, he might 
perhaps put it into Anne. Thorne’s Head, that this Mo- 
ther’ Wenham had bewitched her, when at the fame 
time it might neither be fhe nor any other Perfan: 
The Tbreatnings of Fane Wenham to Tharney de 
indeed feem to carry'a ‘much greater force along with 
them;.and were I affured, thar Wenham did threa- 
ten thofe wery Diforders to Anne Thorne which fell: upon 
her afterwards, it would’have inclined me:very ftrong- 
ly co conclude, that fhe is fome fuch Pérfon as Mr, 
Bragge pretends her : For this, if donesfor feveral 
timesfucceflively, would have been.a cdnvincing proof 
of her'being confcious of her having receiv'd chis 
| om 
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that Atine Thorne was ever threatned at all ;and in this Point he 
Bam willing:to.allow Mr. Bragge more Latirude than heff.. 
allowed himfelf.-' He tells us P.30. That one thing#l 


derby John Chapman, fhe would have recour{e to fome oth 
Methods of doing her felf Fuftice. What thefe Method 


.. 


= 


_ Jnere be faid to be threatued. One would be inclinablet 


- 


from” thé. Devil, dndconfequently an. Argument: al 
fome Leagwe, Contract, or Affurance, raade with, or 
ceived from«him. -But now to fltow the Reader with#, 


how little Judgment Mr. Bragge has apply’d this Conf. 
deration to the Cafe of Fane Wenham, I would defire 
him‘to obferve thefe following Particulars. 

‘That we have no-fufficient Affurance from him, 


which'fix'd this Witchcraft upon Fane Wenham, washer 
Threatning Anne Thorne after ber firft running for. Sticks 
heotherefore,putsthe Iffue the: whole Caufe (I meanff.. 
fo faras the Tbreatnings of “Fane Wenham are concerned) 
upon: this one Téreatning. But now Iwill here be 7 
with«him, as to take in all thofe Paflages where thei c 
Threatnings of ‘Fane Wenham are mention’d throughout 
this whole Narrative, and confidet what grounds. 
Truth and Certainty are contained in them. Her-fayingg |,, 
to’Mr: Gardiner, when fhe lefe his Houfe, That. if oll, 
could not have Fuftice done there, fhe would bave it fomewhatl 
elfe, ‘will not I fuppofe be confider’d as a Threatning, Ally, 
that fhe.can be thought to have intended by that is; 7a 4. 
fince’ Mr. Gardiner had not in her Opinion allowed her a fuff- 
cient. fatisfattion, for the Indignities that had. been offered t 


‘were, fhe didnot fay, and for that reafon no one, cat 
pretend to determine precifely what was her meaning 
‘poflibly fhe might think of going to Sir Henry Chaum 
or to fome of the Peace ; or-pofli 
bly the might intend co fatisfy her felf, by raking fom 
private Revenge upon the Perfon who had injured her 
-But however this be, it is cerrain,that Anne Thorne canne 


‘gbink, that if any one was here threatned it was 
‘Chapman, for he was the Perfon that fhe fuppos’d: hag ¢ 
done: her wrong; and he mutt therefore iy ro 
| 


ft 
| fh 
th 
Bb 
li, 
be 


if fhe had Cwhat fhe called) beri. 
te-Brhe firft Time therefore that ic can be pretended that 
Vath Anne Thorne was threatned, is. at Page 5. after.the had. 
mli-Bheen running for Sticks, Here we.are informed, that 
Wenham told Anne Thorne, that, if fhe told any-more 
. iuch Stories of her ( meaning, that fhe had bewitched her) 
WMH is fhould be worfe for her than it had been yet. But now, 
Ont here is not one Perfon befides Anne Thorne her felf, that 
whe; pretended to have heard ‘fane Wenham fay all this: 
MDE Thorne alone affirms it ; ‘fane Wenham as confident- 
MMR ly denies it: But here.is not fo muchas a third Perfon 
im to decide-the Controverfy,. and tell us which them 
is to be believed. We are told indeed, That whereas 
Fane Wenham {aid that fhe was at Weffon, when Anne 
Thorne {aid fhe was threatned by her ; Thomas Ireland made 
Oath, that he faw her in the Town of Walkerne, . within 
three Minutes of that very time. This-indeed (if true ) 
proves Fane Wenham to be a Liar, but it does not prove | 
her to»be a Witch ; for fhe might poflibly be in Town 
at that time that fhe is here faid to have threatned Anne 
4 Thorne, and yet never fo much as have feen her....;This 
Story then. depending purely npon Anne Thorne’s Evi- 
"E dence, is with me of no weight arall. The next.and . 
‘B only Place befides, where there is mention made of any 
Threatning is at, P. 30. Where. we. are given to under- 
ftand, That ‘fane Wenham told William Burroughs of Wal- 
kerne, who went to fee her in Prifon, Zaat Anne Thorne 
fhould not ‘be well; and that at the fame time fhe alfo 
threatned Anne Street, faying, That fhe fhould be worfe. But — 
this was only atte/fed to Mr. Bragge, and never /worn.to 
before any Magiftrate ; neither has Mr.,Bragge given 
@ us the leaft Knowledge of the Charaéer of this Wil- 
liam Burroughs, that we may be aflured he ought, to be 
believed..in what he fays.; So that this whole Story. of 
on jane Wenbam’s threatning Anne Thorne, although a thing, 
om Of the utmoft Importance, depends .wholly upon:the 
4 Evidence of Anne Thorne her felf, and of William Bur- 
i.e. Of No-body, and of Some-body, we 
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“Phe text Thing that I would defire the Reade 
totake Notice of, is; That Sane Wenbam is not fo much’ 
pretended ever to-bave threatned Anne Thorne, before th tha 
spas allually feixed with thefe Fits. Before her firft rung? 
nine for Sticks, as I have proved, and as Mr. Bragge feems Di 
. to-grant, fhe was not once threatned ; and we may ob. a 
fervé the fame Thing with ‘relation to Streets thea” 
was never thréatned at all before, P.30. And then Mr. } 
Brapye hintfelf confeffes, that fhe bad in the like 
dition with Anne Thorne for feveral’ Days before. Nowe” 
to me'this {eens to be a very plain Proof, : that ‘Fam 
Wenbam was not at all confeiows to herfelf of any Powers”) 
that fhe had, of bringing thefe Diforders upon chef At 
Perfons ; forif fhe had, it is very likely that fhe would’”. 
have been as forward to have threatned them before as 
fhe Was afterwards,’ Neicher will ic help Mr. Braggeto 
fay,‘ thar the threatning thefe Perfons be 
fore they were feized: with thefe Diftempers, on pur-§: 
pofe that the might hor be fufpeced ; for this Argument 
bears full as ftrong:againft himfelf as ic does againft me; 
it being as' good a Proof, that fhe ought not ever to have: 
threatnéd them at ‘ai, as that! fhe' {hould not threaten§, 
them “before thefeDiforders fell upon them. But it is no greaty 
Matter, whether we can from: hencé prove that 
Wenham not confcious to her felf of any Power that 
The ‘had over thefe Perfons, provided it cannot be pro 
ved’ by this Argument that fhe was. And that it cannot,i 
chink willappear very Evident, if we confider, 
“Sg, The Manner in which Jane Wenhatn expreffed ber felf 
‘in thefe Threatnings, Thefe, we may obferve, are all 
them made. fuch General Terms, that any 
one @live might fay the fame thing, without being inf, 
“any great Danger of ‘being tniftaken. The moft . 
‘ever the faid, ‘was; ‘That Yhe fhould'be worfe ; that fhe fhoula 
mor be well; and like.’ Now thefe are fuch compre- 
hénfive Words,’that'they are equally applicable to any 
“Kind of Difordér’ incident to Human Bodies: 
therefore, the cag'be no more faid (by faying chele 


Words)} 


« 
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Words) to haye threaten’d Thorne with thofe vé- 
Symptoms, which fhe afterwards labour’d under,’ 
fhe can: be {aid to. threaten’d her’ the’ 
gscone, Gout, or any other ; fince wharfoever 
ere Diforder might fall upon her, it might wich equal Pro= 
of Speech be faid , That fhe was not well. Had 
thea threaten'd any particular Difafter to Anne Thorne,’ 
fy where we could have diftinguifhed her Meaning, fuch 
being Blind, Lame, Deaf, &c. and it had happend } 
indeed would have beenfomething. But fora Pers 
co fee anorher fick before het Eyes, and'then to 
110,more.of her, than thar fhe fhould not be well’ yet 
that {he fhould be worfe ;' this fuch 2 Piedé' of Black 
ald Art, as molt Old Women think themfelves learn’d ins 

It perhaps, -but an, éven-Chance, whether a Perform 
that is, fick , fhall be well, better;~or worfe-; anid theres 
gore. whatever Fane Wenham had {aid of Aine Thorne,’ 

a‘ fhe would: have /had_ a very fair Throw ‘to bé in the 
if fhe-had (as ‘we may reafonably' 

uppofe fhe had) any tolerable. Knowledge of the Na- 
yepure of her Diftemper. The therefore of 
jane Wenham to Anne Thorne, tho’ never {fo true, ‘will do 
Mr. Bragge no Service, in proving ‘Fane Weihzm to be’ 
mee Vitch ; becaufe they are not fuch as are neceffarily 
in this Cafe; They are fuch'as cannot: 
Bprove, chat Wenbam Was’ CO {cious to‘Hef felf off 
Power that fhe had of Caufing thofe’Diforders, 

Mvhich afterwards difcover’d themfelves in “Anne Thorne 3 
i which is the only thing that cath give fuch Threatnings 
But all this, ic feems, is not ¢nongh to Clear Fane 
; Wenham ; who (to convince all the World of ‘the Ju= 
of that Opinion which they had‘ all alon@ enters 

tain’'d of her) now confeffes that fhe is a Witéhy: and: 
wthat fhe had a Hand in Béwirching Anne Thornes: And 
this Iam nor willing to doubt, it being’ 
atte{ted by fo many Credible and Subftancial 


itneffes. Bur then, I am here very defrous to know 
what 
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66 
what the meant by.d¢ing a! Witch ; and whether it'bé 
certain, that fhe ufed. that Word Witch, in the famé 
Senle. in which Bragge all along underftands it? 
Doubtlefs the could not but be fenfible, that fhe had fet 
many Years pait lived in a continual Courfe of Witk- 
ednefs,; That fhe had a very malicious. and envious 
Mind ;, That, fhe. had by this been often moved to 

with. People Harm, and that fometimes her Withes 
had been: accomplifhed. Paffibly too {he might be'fe 
 weak-as,to.imagine, that fhe had a real Power of pro. 
 _ guring, Mifchief to thofe to whom fhe wifhed ic. All 
thefe: Things, I fay, fhe might think of ; and this per 
haps ‘might. be all the Notion that fhe had of Witeb. 
craft.» And if this be true, *tis eafy etiough to under. 
ftand how, fhe fhould confefs her felf Witch, and yet 
(at the fame time )- neither be, nor think ‘her felf to 
really fo... No, you'll fay ; for fhe 
P. 21,, feiles fhe has a Familiar Spirie, and fhe 
..was.in Covenant with the Devil. But what did 
fhe mean again, by bawing a Familiar Spirit, or being in 
Covinant with the Devil? Did fhe.explain her felf' upon 
thefe Terms? Did fhe fay that fhe had receiv’d any 
Tokens or Affurances from Satan, by which fhe knew 
thatfhe was able to make ufe. of his Affiftance ? Pof- 
fibly' fhe might underftand no more by having a Fami- pi 
Spirit, or beimg in Covenant with the Devil , than ‘fhe 
did. by being Witch; i.e. that fhe was a very wicked 
and malicious Perfon, one who wifhed ill to her Neigh- C 
bours, and had been for a long time converfant in thofe he 
Praétices which the Devil delights in , and of which 
he is faid to be the Father : “This, I fay, is what the 
might call, and properly enough too, Familiarity] 
with the Devil, 
) It may. be faid here ,. perhaps, That Fane Wen. 
ham’s confefling that this Spirit went about , and appeared 
_ to Atine Thorne én her Shape, argues fomething ot Con- 
tract or Familiarity wicth.it, in the ftri@eft Senfe ; and f 
fo.indeed it would, did it appear that fhe ‘had any} 
Know- 
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69 
Knowledge of this immediately from the Spirit.it felf. 
But to m2 this is not fo evidene:. For Fane Wenham ne- 
ver fpoke of any Familiar at all that fhe had, before 1 
had been given in upon Oath, that phe was [een in the 
Town, and that {he bad threaten'd-Anne Thorne, at atime 
when fhe knew very well fhe was at another place, 
Now this Hea very well put the Woman to a ftand, 
For, becaufe fhe could not well disbelieve what had 
been {worn to, nor yet underftand how it was poflible 
the fhould threaten Anne Thorne, when at the fame time 
fhe knew fhe had not fo much as feen her ; this, I fay, 
might put her to a ftand, and make her fay (becaufe 
fhe had no.orher way to folve the Difficulty). that it 
was the Devil im her Shape. And I dare fay, that if 
any one fhould come and fwear, that he faw Mr. Bragge 
at {uch a Time, and in fuch a Place, ( when he knew 
that he was elfewhere) he would be very apt to make 
the fame Anfwer,.and cry, It was the Devil, and 
— So that notwithftanding it be true , that’ Fane 
Wenham did literally confefs herfelf to be a Witch ;. it 
is not fo very plain, chat fhe did own her felf to be 
what Mr. Bragge meant by being fo. But I fhall not 
inift upon this. Argument; but fuppofé , if you 
pleafe, that her Confeffion was as full and as proper as 
you can defire : For even upon this Suppofition, there. 
will be Two Things, which will very much fhake the 
Credit and Authority of this, Confeffion. | 
The Firft is, The Circumftances which Fane Wen- 
hams was in, at the time of her Confeflion, which were 
fuch as I think were very likely to occafion her to {peak 
things, tho’ to her own Prejudice; which, at the fame 
time, might not be really true. Mr. Bragge cells us, 
Par.2. p.37- Teat ber Confeffion was free and unreftrained, 
no Force having becn ufed to bring her to it. Now although 
I look upon chis to be very true in the Senfe wherein he 
{peaks, yet I very much queftion whether it were ab- 
folutely, and in all refpeéts, fo free and unreftrained, 
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as could ‘have been defired.’ Tam very well fatisfy’d 
that Mr. Gardiner and Mr, Strutt, are both of them 


of roo much Integrity, to attempt by. any outward 
olence to make her confefé any thing fhe was not really 


guilty of ; but then'T chink, -that the inward State and 
Condition of her own Mind at that, time might lay a 
far greater force upon her than any outward violence 
whatfoever. ‘The fear and furprize which fhe was then 
in were doubtlefs very confiderable ; for the whole 
Neighbourhood was now in an uproar againft her, fhe 
was haled to a Magiftrate in order to be fent to Prifon, 
and for any thing fhe knew to the contrary to the Gal- 
lows., All this, I fay, and many other frightful Cir. 
cumftances befides, which People generally. fall under 
upon fuch Occafions, might fo far unfettle and diftraa 
her Mind, as to make her hardly her felf, and prompt 
her to fay fhe knew not what. Befides, Mr. Strut 
J had but juft before been telling her, that Jf fhe 


P. 15. were guilty of any {uch thing,it would be the bef thing 


ie fle could do to confe(s it, and in this he difcharged 
himfelf as a faithful Guide ; for fo it certainly would 
be, as he.added, for the Salvation of her Soul, and the Good 


of others. Now it is not very unlikely but that Fane Wen- 
ham, through Miftake, and wane of Attention, might 


mifapprehend him, and imagine his meaning might be, 


that her Confeffion would be an Argument wich Sir 
‘Henry Chauncy to deal more favourably with her, per- 


haps to-let her have her Liberty again, or at leaft to de- 


fer fending her to Gaol‘for fome time. The latter 0 


thefe is, I am well affured, more than a bare Suppolfiti- 


‘on; for Mr. Strutt told: me himfelf not long ago, that 
“when he was endeavouring to bring Fame Wenham to: 
“Confeffion, he did cell her, that he would prevail upor 
sir Henry Chauncy, if he could, to defer putting the 
~Mittimus in execution ; now it is poffible, I fay, chat 
dhe might upon chefe, and fome fuch like Expedati 
~€ns be broughe to confefs what perhaps fhe was no 
 puilty of.’ It ‘is very certain that many Perfons 
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y'd,pbeen brought to confefs by fuch Methodsas thefe “anid 


however innocent fhe might be, yet were Peoples 


i-MPrejudices againft her, that fhe could not bur forefee 


hat a terrible Storm was drawing towards her, and 


that fhe muft fuffer what perhaps fhe thoughr as bad as 


Hanging before fhe could be releafed, and therefore 
might rather chufe to get off this way chan by a Ee 
land Formal Tryal. 

But if thefe Anfwers do not feem fufficient, theré is 
yet a Second Suppofition, which may perhaps a little 


help us in the prefent Cafe, and thatis, "Fane 


-Bham’s Difcontents under her Condition in this Life, 
ir-M might make her willing to lay hold of this Opportuni® 


ty of getting out of the World. I have heard Inftan+ 
ces of fome who have done fo in this very Cafe, and] - 
know not, but Fane Wenham’s Circumftances might bé 
fuch, as might with her be a fufficient Motive to make > 
ufe of the fame Methods. Methinks a poor Woman} 
that has lived for Sixteen Years under che Charaéter of 
a Witch,and by this means was become fo odious to all 
her Neighbours, as to be deny‘d in all probability, the 
common Neceffaries of Life. fhould have enough upon 


her to make her fick of the World, and defirous of be- 


ing removed out of the reach of chefe ‘Misfortunés*; 
for my -own part I fhould rather chufe co fubmit t64 
Thoufand Deaths, than to bear all thofé Hardfhips . 


-§ which are the conftant and neceffary Atrendants of fuch 
a Character. This Objection Mr. Bragge has taken notice 


of and allowed it to have its weight in fome Cafes ; and 


iti-g am {till of opinion that it may have its weight in this, 


notwirhftanding any thing he has faid co che contrary. 


There being trong Prefumptions here that this 


Charge was true, is nothing at all to Mr. Par. 2. 


4 Bragge’s purpofe, but makes the Argument ftill’'P. 37. 


ftronger on my fide. For the more firmly her 
Neighbours believed her to be a Witch,’ without donbr 
the worfe they would ufé her, and‘ confequently’-the 


muft be fo much the more willing to be releafed ee 
er 


ally 
anc 
Ly a 
nce 
hen 
ole 

fhe | 
on 
der 

act 

pt 
rutt 

fhe 

img 
red 

Id 

ood 

én 
rht 
be, 
Sir 
ef 
ale 

off 

al 

tl 
10% 
vé 

| 


thatis, The great Difficulty of fetching B 
_ this we have Two Inftances fer down in this Narrative. 
“The. Firft 1s at. P. 10. where we are told, that 
Thorne f{cratched Jane Wenham upom the Forebead with [uch 


ts a5 a Judge tipon Matters, and who is to adtac. 
cording to the Evidence thar he has of things, has 
eater reafon to cake the Confeffion of a Perfon when 

has /trong Prefumptions again{t him than when he has 
none;.and fo has any one.elfe too who only confiders 
the matter in a private Capacity, And therefore I do 
not deny, but thefe Prefumptions in this Cafe of Fan 
Wenham (if they be fo ftrong as Mr, Bragge pretends) 
do.amount toa collateral Evidence, and make the thing 
more.probable, Bur ftill I think all this does not come 
a plain proof; for it muft be granted, that chere 
are.cfrentimes ftrong Prefumptions where there is no 


* yeal Guilt ; and in fucha CafeIdo nor fee why the 


innocent Perfon may. nor have much greater reafon to 
make a Confeffion, upon the Motives whereof we are 
now fpeaking, that if the Sufpicions againft him were 
of lefs Weight and Importance. What reafon I would 
fain know, .could Fane Wenham have to confefs her 
felf a Witch ; if the Prefumptions againft her were 
not fo ftrong as to make the World believe her to be 
fo? 


We are now come to another Circumftance mentio- 


ned by Mr. Se and which perhaps may be thought 


an Argument of Fane Wenbam’s a Witch, and 
0 


od from her. Ob 


_Eagerne{s and Fury, that the. Noife of ber Nails feemed to al 
that-were prefent, as if fhe were [cratching againft a Wain{cet, 


and yet no Blood followed, although at the [ame time her Forel. 


bead was fadly torn and mangled by the Girl’s Nails.But this 


Inftance, as ftrange.as it is, will upon due Examinatio 
I believe, be found to,have nothing ac all in it but what 
4s both Natural and Common,. .For after all thefe Loft 


d Ageravating Expreflions, wherewith Mr. Bragg 


I grant indeed, that a Magiftrate. who 
ts 
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has dreffed up this Story: it may veryereafonablynbe 
queftion’d whether Thorne did any thing 
by fcratching Wenbam chan barely: raife: up the 
Cuticula’ Ot Searf-skin': and if this’ were all, ic would 
fot be in the leaft wonderful come, ‘chat ‘Fane 
Wenham fhould not bleed upon being thus Scratched, 
Nothing is more’ common than this; I my felf have 
feen many, who, 1 will anfwer forchem, were neither 
Witches nor Wixzards, ferarcehed after fucka mannef, a6 
perhaps Mr. Bragge'wou'd call being /adly tora and mange 
kd, without fo much as one Drop of Blood following 
thereupon. The Reafon. of which I conceive to be 
this, that ‘the Blood Veffels of that Part being {> exs | 
ceedingly fine and flender; it is poffible they «may :bd 
very much broken, and: yet the Blood ‘not rflue forth 
in fuch a Quantity’, ‘as to be taken notice of. . ‘This 
Reafon will carry ftill greater Force with it, if the | 
Perfon f{cratched: bé\ fuppofed to be one that is old, 
weak, fickly, or under@ny Sort of Habie or. 
tion of Body as is natufally atcended with a | | 
of Blood, ‘and. ‘with a Weaknefs and: Languidnefs of 
the Circulatory Motion. For in this Cafe, the whole 
Mafs of Blood will -be contained wichin the larger 
Veffels , and the extreme Capiliaries will bé 
of that Share or Proportion which is-naturalto them + 
and confequenrly it muftthen be with grearer Difficule 
ties » thar the Blood can be fetched our, upon fcrarehs 
ing, or raifing up the External Teguments of the Bor 
dy. That this is the very Cafe of Fane Wenham, is too 
plain not to be taken notice of ; and therefore itisyuk 
think, no hard Matter upon this Reafoning, to fee how 
it comes too pafs, that Fane Wenham fhould be foracched 
without bleeding thereupon. I fhall conclude this Sro- 
ry with acquainting the Reader with fomething which 
I heard from Mr. Archer of Sandon, 2 Perfon whofe 
Credit Mr. Bragge often appeals to, viz. That he otice 
or twice faw her after they had been fcratching hers 
and thac“her Face and Linnen were all of a gore Blood: 
Is 
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Js not this thena fhrewd Sign, that the Devil is not {o 
of: ‘Fane Wenbam’s Blood, but that it may 
be! ipent-upon /Occafion ; and'that if it ever happened 
that-fhe did nor bleed: upon being fcratched, it was on. 

‘fhe was mot'fcratched for that Pur. 
2 ‘But we are told, Pe 19. That Mr,, Chauncy ran a Pin 
her Arma greatimany times, and once up to the Head, 
heaving itin ber' Arm that all: the. Company might fee it, 


Wenbam did not bleed:as much as other, Folks are wont 
to Coupon the like Occafions.;, ‘Weare not affured chat 
the Pim’ was srun in'deep.enough to make her bleed, 
but once, and that is when it was run up ro the Head; 
and’here we are'told, chat after'the Pin was pulled out, 
there juft appeared a little watery Serum... That little chen 
‘ perhaps may be enough to ferve our turn ; for I hope 
“Mr. Chauncey;: nor Mr.) Bragge, could exped 
that! ane Wenham fhould have-bled,at the fame sate, 


being pricked with a that fhe would, have 


done upon being ftuck with a Penknife or.Lancet, 
But this it feems’ was not what might be called Blood ;, but 
for what Reafon ic might not, I cannot imagine, All 
‘we are told to fhow thatis, that. ic was thin and watery; 
fuppofe it was not altogether fo thick.as Cream, 
orhafty Pudding. Mr. Chauncy, it is like, expected 
“fane Wenbam’s Blood fhou’d have been as rich, and 
as florid as that of Anne Thorne’s, or of any other, Vir- 
gin of about 16: ‘He makes no Difference, I fee, be- 
tween the Beef and Mutton Regimen, and..thar of 
Turnips and: Water-gruel. If this be a ‘good, Teft, of 
Witchcraft, we may hang up (as far'as I know). all the 
orold Women inthe Kingdom ; for if they. were all 
to be pricked at this rate, we might chance. to..find 
their Blood of the fame Colour, and Confiftency. , 
2-But admitting now, that Fane Wenham did not Bleed 
as:much as is ufual upon thefe Occafions, or even not 


dt all, there isone Confideration which I will 
or 


But this Account does by no. means fhow, that Fan 
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yy ord a fufficient Anfwer to any Argument that ca@-pof-. 
AWibly. be drawn from this Topick; .and that is, the Dread 

nd Confternation that the poor Wretch was in upon-thefe. 

Occafions. But juft.before fhe was fcratched, the Gon- 
ftables had been breaking open her Doors upon:her;) 
and having feized her, dragged her by main Force (as 
reafonably be fuppofed) to Mr; Gardiner’s Houle. 
Bin. the other Inftance Mr. Chauncy {natches a-Pin out of 
her Hand, flies at her,.and runs it fix or fever: Limes 
into her Arm. . Such Ulage as this was enough fo frigh-. 
ten a poor Old Woman out of her Wics,: and to congeal : 
and {tagnate thofe naturally cold and flugeifh Humours 
which fhe had within -her.....Feers-by a natural Law 
within. our felves, which we. can. foonet experience than 
explain, weakens and unbends the. Animal Powers. . The 
Heart languifhes ; the Fibres lofe their proper Tone and 
Elafticity ; and the Blood, through want of ‘a fufficient 
Force to drive it forward, grows languid and flow in its 
culatory, Motion. . Hence it is that (as Phyficians 
inform, us ), the moft. violent Hemorrhages are oft-times’ 
ftopped by a fudden and vehement Fright ;. becanfe the’ 
Moment or Force by which the. Blood prefles againft 
the Sides of the Veffels,: being by this means diminifh- 
ed, the Lips of; the broken Orifice are eafily cemented 
again to. one another. . And if this may be effected in’ 
the larger Branches of, the Veffels:where the Stream. of 
he. Blood is more rapid and impetuous; how much -ra- 
ther in the exrream Capillaries,. where, the Force of the 
Blood is naturally. very {mall ; and may therefore very 


eafily be loft upon the leaft decay or failure in the Bloods’. 


> 


Motion. | | 
But the Story.of Fame Wenham’s not being 
able to fay the Lord's Prayer, is.what furprizes P.to, 
me moit ; nor that Fase Wenham could not 
repeat it, but that any one-fhould be fo very whimficad, 
as to bring it as an Argument for the Proof. of this 
Witchcraft. Strange and wonderful indeed, meer 
wicke 


<a 


es 


wicked old Wretchy'that has not faid her Prayers thefe 


20 Years,'and perhaps was never able to fay chem in 
her whole Life, fhould blunder for the ry four firft 
‘Times fhe'was calléd to it! And not only fo, but when 
fhe was under fuch Girciimftances too as had been e- 
.nough to have confounded her, had fhe been able to 
have faid them never fo’ perfe&ly.. For my own Part, 
_ | will not pretend to fay I could have faid them better, 


it knew my Life were at flake, and depended upon 


chat’ Teft. Mr. Bragge may call me Wizzard for this if 
hetk ks fit; bat I will veneure to affirm further, that 
fome,“even of thofe Wife Heads who gave Verdi& againtt 


herp would have been as much puzzled as fhe, had they 


. been called to do it in-open Court; nay, I know not 


' . Whether Mr. Bragge himfelf would have come off bet- 


ter. But how good an Argument foever this may have 
béen in its time, it is now quite done, and good for no- 
thing ; for Ufe and Experience has, it feems, rubbed 
up her Memory ; and, as Iam credibly informed: by 
thofe: who have been with her, fhe is now, and has been 
for fome time, as able to fay the Lord’s Prayer as Mr. 
Bragge, or any one elfe. 

LT have by this time gone through, I think, every 
Thing that is material in the Hiftogp~Of Anne Thorne: 
As for that.of Anne Street, 1 fhall not trouble my felf 
about it, it being by far lefs confiderable, and confe- 
quéntly anfwered with far lefs difficulry. It is by no 
means itrange to me, that Anne Thorne having acted her 
Part with fo much fuccefs, others fhould by degrees be 
drawn into the Plot; or chat the Rumor of her being be- 
 ‘witched having made fuch a Difturbance in the Neigh- 

bourhood , others fhould begin to fancy themfelves in 
_ thefame ill handling. [| thafl therefore now only crave 
_ the Reader’s Patience, whilft I Anfwer an Objection or 


marks in general. 


x..It 


» Which, I forefee, may be raifed againft thefe Re- 


he 
be 
M 
7] 
fo 
AS 
on 
| tu 
n 
P 
or 

4 

f 
N 
C 
he 
a 
q 9 
Vi 
av 
twe 
4 


“o> 


<—PR=:5 


Aa To 


It may be urged, that I havethere fuppofed Anne 


§ Thorne to labour under fome satural Diftemper, im op- 


pofition to the Opinion of all thofe who were: about 
her, and declared their Belief of the Contrary. This 
Objection, I muft own, lies full-againft me ; I did fay 
her Diftemper was fomething Natural, and am ftill of 
that Opinion ; and if I am miftaken, I muft thank 
Mr. Bragge for it. I have no other Knowledge of Anne 
Tlorne’s Inefs, than what Mr. Bragge has been pleafed 
togive me; and if I have not confiderd fuch things 
as | have no Knowledge of, I am not to be blamed : 
But I will venture to affirm, that there is not fo much as 
one Symptom in his whole Book, which may not be Na- 
tural ; and if not diraatly Hyfterical, yet fomething very 
nearly related to it. What are Convulfions of the Body, 
Palene/s of the Face, Lowne{s and Deadne{s of Pulfe; a dif- 
orderly and irregular Imagination, &c. but Symptoms com- 
mon enough in thefe Cafes? And as to thofe of running 
and leaping at thofe unufual rates, if they are not of 
that Tribe, I hope I have at leaft fhown them. to. be 
fuch as may fairly be refolved into Natural Caufes. 
Mr. Bragge tells us indeed, that a very ingenious 
Gentleman, and able Phyfician, {aw her in one of  Difeovery, 
her Fits, which too was the leaft that ever fhehad ; P+ 3? 
and gave bw Opinion of it as a Phyfician, that it 

was no natural Diftemper. But this Declaration of his, 
does not with me avail any thing at all. For I would 
very fain know what the Doétor could mean, by fay- 
ing that it was no Natural Diftemper. Did he mean that it 
was [uch a Diftemper as he had never obferved before, or ne~- 
wer had been obfer ved by any one befides'in ordinary Prattice? 


Or did he mean that it was {uch a Diftemper as was abfo- 


lutely beyond the Power of Natural Caufes to produce ? If this 
latter were his meaning (as it muft be, todo Mr. Bragge 
any fervice ) I fhould defire no ftronger Proof to fhow 
that his Judgment is not to be depended on. For Ido 
here challenge and defy 67 beft Phyfician upon Earth, 

2 pry- 
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provided she? confiders of what he fays, to affirm -any 
fuch Thing of any Diftemper. Ic is a’ Negative Propof.- 
sions and what vtherefore’can never'be plainly’ proved, 
unléfs its Pofrive can be brought to a flat Contradiion: 
“And if! che Doctorean do this, Iwill freely give up the 
twhole Caufe;.and'comply with every thing Mr. Bragge 
qwould/have me.s But this, I dare believe, is what he will 
mot pretend 4f she does, he pretends to more than 
‘ever anyone ptetended to yet, or can reafonably pre- 
tend to, upon that imperfe& Knowledge we 
shave of our own felves. Shall we, who know not fo 
much:ascby »what Force or Power the Heart and Pulle 
beat;cwho underftand not by what means the moft re: 
gular and fimple Operations are produced in us ; pre- 


rend to fathom the more ab/trufé and hidden My {teries of fi 


Nature, and to define the utmoft Extent of her Power 
incall her fecret and complicated Motions? This 
would be full as extravagant an Attempt, as to pretend 
to fer Bounds to the.Sea;: by faying, Hither fhalt thow go, 
abd.nofurther: Ic fuppofes fuch a compleat and perfed 


- Knowledge of tthe: Oceconomy of our Bodiés, as no Man 


ever yet had, or ever:can have, and which alone be- 
Jongs'to that Infinitely Wife Being , by whofe Under- 
ftandifig we were framed, and who is the Spring and 
Fountain of all Life and Motion in us. Every Diftem- 


pet incident to Humane Body, isa Myftery far beyond 


thereach, of our'weak Reafoning to comprehend ; they 
all.depend. upon: Caufes wholly unknown to us; and 
therefore;.unlefs Experience been our Guide and 


-Inftructor, we could no more have faid of the mot 


common and ordinary Difeafe, that it could, or could not 
be,»thap we could have pretended to have fixed Bounds 
ro infinite, Wildom andvinfinite Power, 


This, 1. make.no. queftion, but the is very 


fenfible of ;,and therefore I am ewe inclinable to be- 


ying Anne 


igeve, that he. meant no’ morey by 
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Diftemper was not Natural, than That it was [uch\a;Diffeme 
per ds he bad not before obferved in. bis ordinary, Prattice, 
But then I think Mr. Braggeis very much out in his Way 
of Reafoning ; viz. in making:ufe of this Declaration 
of the Doctor’s, in favour of his: prerended Witcheraft: 
For does it follow, that becaufe this Diftemperisimem 
and uncommon, that therefore it muft be fomething’abowe 
the Power of Natural Caufes? Is Nature always ty’d-down 
to the fame uniform way of acting ; and is it not pofit- 
ble to make any Variations in the Ufe and Exercife of 
her feveral Faculties ? He who can agree to all chisymuft 
know but little of himfelf, or of any thing bejides ; the 
contrary of this being fotrue, that there is hardly any 
two Subjeés upon which the fame. Diftemper will fhow’ 
it felf exactly alike in all its Circumftances. -And:in+ 
deed, it is wonderful to me, that confidering the Nif- 
ferences of Age, Sex, Conftitution, and many other Gau- 
fes befides, which concur to the: Produétion of -Difeafés 
in us, that Nature fhould not be far more inconftanran® 
irregular in her Operations, and that every Day fhould not. 
difcover fome new and uncommon Difafter. Every. Dij= 
tafe has had its Beginning ; and there was a time, When 
thofe which every Old Woman now thinks her felf 
skill’d in, Were as. wonderful (perhaps) as any one 
Part Of Anne. Thorne’s: Illnefs.. . And if the Brains of 
former Ages had been caft in the fame Mould with Mre - 
Bragge’s, I. tremble co think what a Rout there’would 
have been, gnd how many Hiftories and. Trials of 
Witches would daily have been publifh’d. 


~The next Qbje@ion which Cit-is likely) may be ure 
ged againft me, is, That] have in.thefe Papers charged 


JAnne Thorne with. {ome of Cheat and Impofture 3 
e 


which, perhaps, may. not feem fo confiftent with the 


Charatter Mr. Bragge has.given of with her Simple 
city, and {mall Knowledge of the World, nor with any 
Motives upon which fhe can be thought to have had 
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depends upon her Teftimiony. For altho’ it does not 


any fuch Defign ; there being no vifible Pleafure or Pro. 
ft, whith might induce her to it. In Anfwer to which, 
beg leave to obferve, 


Og. That as to her Cheraéer, whatever it might have 
been formerly, it will now be of little Service to her, 
in fecuring her from the Imputation of any III Defigns, 
which may be onher. Mrs. Gardiner, who 
at'that time feem’d fo fully perfuaded of her Innocen- 
cy, and who all along {poke fo favourably of her, hasfl 
_. by this time fo much Reafon to alter her Opinion, 
chat I dare believe , fhe will not now fay any thing in 
her Defence. Her Fidelity, which is the only Virtue 
which is able to fupport and give Credit to the greateft 
Part of thefe Relations, is now entirely loft, and thes ® 
at laft found to be {0 errant 2 Lyar, that there is no map- 
ner of heed to be given to any thing that fhe fays, I 
do not by this mean, that fhe is a known and common 
Lyar ; that, I mutt confefs, is more than I can affirm: 
‘Bat chus much I can fay, and that upon the Credit of 
one whom I can rely upon, and who heard it from 
Gardiner’s own Mouth ; That fhe has (fince thefe 
Accidents have happen’d) caught her in fo many grolsfl 
and palpable Lies, that fhe has now entirely laid afide 
that good Opinion that fhe once enrertained of her 
.‘Phis is enough with me to blaft her wholé Charaéerjf 
and to invalidate the Credibility of every thing that 


neceffarily follow; that a Perfon has always been a 
* Lyar, becaufe he is mow one; yet it has been a 
Piece of Juftice always paid to fuch fort of People,, 
per to be believed. And 1 think , how unjuft foever it 
may be thought; barely from their affirming a thing, to 
conclude’ it to be falfe, we have yet all the Reafon 
the World to be excufed, if we cannot upon their folefien, 
Authority conclide If to be true, Lat 
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2. As to her Knowledge , and Experience in the World,. 
here is little to be faid about it on either fide: HEE 
have too high a Notion of them, Mr. Bragge may: (6m 
he other hand) have one as much too low. .The Poli- 
y of fuch Girls as thefe, is not always open to every 
yne’s View: They have fometimes Defigns too deep 
o be prefently difcoverd ; and are able to manage 
fuch dark Intrigues, as one would hardly fufpe& in 
hem. But as to this in particular, I do not fee fuch 
mighty Difficulties in it ; but that 4 firm Refolution, 
join’'d with @ moderate Share of Cunning, might be able 
to carry her thro’ ic: And if what fhe had was any’ 
yays deficient, we know there is one abroad in the. 
World, whois forward enough to encourage People in 
il Defigns, and who could fpare her fome of his Poli- 
y, tomake up thofe Defeés in her own. _ 


~ we cD 


3 As to the Ends that fhe might propofe to her 
lelf in fuch Attempts as thefe, whatever they. are, we 
may be fure fhe would conceal them as muchas poffible. 
It is @ main Part an Impoftor has to play, to be private in 
hefe ; and we daily fee in other Cafes, that Defigns 
are carried on with the beft Succefs, by thofe who feem 
ohave none. I cannot pretend to fay, what Pleafure or 
Profit fhe could expeét from an Impofture of this Kind ; 
but I do not think we have Reafon enough to conclude . 


thofe do not always 2& upon Rational Motives ; and if. 

they did, they may poffibly have fome Defigns, which. 

no body is able to fathom but themfelves. In fhort, 
it is the moft uncertain way in the World, to | 
from People’s Defigns ; becaufe the Ends which Men. 
ropofe to themfelves, are fo infinicely various and’ 
uncertain. And therefore it is not a Rational Infe- 
rence, to fay of any one, That he did not do thu or that, 


oPoecaufe we can fee no Reafon why he fhould do, 


As 


Our 


fromrthence, that fhe expeéted none. Such Perfonsas 
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Our Englifh Hiftory has’ furnifhed us 
Hip. Reign wich a very Remarkable Enftance, what 


Bi Jashes I. 


D1617, Wonderful Impoftures may fometimes be 
” carried on, by the moft unexperienc’d.and 
(feemingly) the moft undefigning People. I mean the 
Story of the Boy of Bilfon; who, by thofe ftrange 
and uncommon Diforders which were obferv’d upon 


him, was generally thought to have been poffefs’d by 


fome- Evil Spirit. .He was, in all Probabilicry, as little hj; 


fufpected to have had any Defign as Anne Thorne ; and 


yet it plainly appeard in the End, that he was a moft 


wicked and, impudent Cheat, fet on and encourag’d by 


fome crafty Jefuits, in order to fupport the Power and. 
~ Authority of the Romifh Priefthood. | 


‘And if Mr. Bragge could have had the Patience to 


_ have waited a while, Time (perhaps ) would have 


brought to Light even thefe hidden Myfteries. I 
is, 1 think, now. evident beyond Difpute , that 
Anne Thorne is not fo filly and undefigning a Girl, ashe 


- would make us believe. _ If fhe has gor nothing elfe by 
playing thefe Pranks, fhe has got what fhe calls 4 good & 
Husband ; but it is poflible it may hereafter appear, that 
fhe got fomething more. cannot fay this was what fhe 


expected ; but it fell out fo very luckily, that methinks 


it would be fome Excufe, if one fhould fuppofe fome- 
‘thing of this Nature to have been intended. There was'f 
‘a certain Cunning Fellow apply’d to in this Cafe, under 
the Name of a White Witch ; who, by his Prefcriptions, 
has given us pretty broad Hints, what. he cook. this § 


Wench’s Cafe tobe. She was, it feems, to wath her 


® Hands and Face twice a Day, with a particular Kind of 


Water which he fent her. What the prefent Effeéts of far 


it, would be, the Dodor did not fay 


the but.(it feems) chey 
were of fo.odd a Nattre, that the was neither to be 
-trufted alone,nor with much Company. One brisk Fellow 
only was permitted to attend her in,a private Room,, 
for one, two, or thrée Hours, according as there — re; 
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te ‘This Method if carefully obferv’d, the 
Dodor affirmed the Word 4 Phyfician, would 
‘1 a very fhort time procore her a Husband. The. 
Girls Spirits were fo much elevated at the Thoughts of 
this, thac as Mr. Bragge has very well oblervd, = 
She was not afterwards very eafily frightned, but P. 32: 
whenever flie had a lucid Interval from ber Pains | 

blerved to be very chearful and pleafant, and pleafed her felf 
with the hopes that é’er long fhe fhould be wel. Whether or 
no the Doétor’s Rules were carefully obférved I fhalt 
leave the Reader to guefs ; it is certain, that befides the 
Solicitations of Nature fhe had a careful Mother almoft 
ontinually at her Elbow, who would be ever atid anion, 


Mtrying, Nan, bave you wafhed your Face and Hands to Days 


And it is certain, chat fhe has reaped all the Benefit that 
éould have been hoped for froth the moft ftri@ and reé 
cular ufe of this Medicine. The Man who attended her 
iy the Doétor’s Order is now bécomie her Husband; 
hich had fo good dn éffeét upon her, that notwith- 
fariding all her former illnefs, fhe was able within 2 
Day of Two to follow her Bridegroom into Wales, (as 
fome fay) or fome other place a great way of, it.is not 
ell known where. 
The fame good Fate has likewife attended Ake 
treet ; (whether fhe’ borrowed a little of Anne Thorne’s 


Byster to wath het Face and Hands with, I do not hear; 


but) fe is alfo Married, miuch to the eafe both of Bo- 
and Mind. The evil Spiric has ic feems now forfa- 
en her, and given Her up wholly to che poffeffion of 
et new Matter. How it fares with Anne Thorne I have 
ot yet been inforri’d, but I fuppofe fhe is much in the 
hme condition that other young Weriches are gene= 
tally in, about a Month or two after Matrimony. 
‘And now, I Hope, Thave fufficiently difcharged ty; 
Rif in the Exauiination of Mr. Bragge’s Narrative. It is 


think very evident from what has been faid.¢ ?#. Thatchere 


dtire a great many of the themifelves which aré tiot 
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clearly proved. 2dly, That fuppofing they were a 
true and certain in themfelves, there as yet no fuffici p 
ent proof, that they were effected by preternatura 
Caufes. That fuppofing they were effe&ed } 
preternatural Caufes, there is yet no fufficient Foundag'* 
tion in them to fupport this Charge of Witchcrafg’?' 
again{t fane Wenham. From whence ir follows, tha 
the whole Story is either groundlefs, falfe, or frivolous i 
or elfe, that Mr. Bragge has given us but a. very. lame ho 
and.imperfe& Relation of ir. And therefore I hopes 
that after all chofe large Pretenfions of his, to Fairndi—™: 
and Impartiality, he will acknowledge. that it now lies st 
upon him, either to give up that Caufe, which he has | 
been all long defending with fo much Zeal and Affuranc,E° . 
or elfe to begin again and endeavour to juftify himfelf Ey 
by a more compleat and perfec Narrative. It is verya, 
likely, that Mr. Bragge may not be fo forward to ac- 
_ knowledge any negle& in himfelf, as to charge thefe—l’ 
Deficiencies upon the Matters themfelves, which _per- 
haps he will tell us are not capable of being more clear-§ 
ly handled. If this fhould chance to be his Notion, If*. 
what Anfwer Iam likely to have, 
See bis viz. That I am one of thofe unreafonable 
Pref. - -Men, who require an Evidence greater than the 
_. thing in difpute will admit of. But for this! 
will apeal to all the World. I leave any one to judge, 
who has confider’d the whole Argument on both. fides, 
whether the Proofs which Mr. Bragge has given us do 
come up to this Standard ; i. e. whether or no we have 
all chat Evidence that could poflibly be given, fuppofing 
the things now in Debate were certainly true ; I will 
leave this, I fay, to any ones Judgment, not becanfe I 
have no Argumients to prove the contrary, but becaufe 
I think it needs none ; however, if Mr. Bragge fhould] : 
be fo. unreafonable, as to put me upon the Proof off 
this, I think my felf able to give him a Demonftration of 
it in every Story throughout the whole Narrative. pitt 
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of any thing does not depend upon the intrinfick Cer- 
minty and Reality of the Thing it felf, bute upon the 


Evidence it carries with ir,with relation to us who are” 


to be the Judges of it. And therefore fince it is certain 
a thing may be true, and yet not capable of being 
proved to be fo, it will be to lictle purpofe to fay, that 
we have all the Evidence that the ching will bear, if all 
be not enough. 

I would not however be fo underftood, as if I affirm’d 
that the Devil has not any way been concerned in 
bringing thefe Diforders upon Anne Thorne, Should I af- 
fert this, I fhould chink my felf full as unreafonable on 
this fide as Mr. Bragge has been on the other ¢ It was a 
current Opinion amongft the Ancients, that moff, if not 
all Difeafes were occafioned by Evil Spirits a&ing upon 
Human Bodies ; and I muft own, that I donot fee 


any fvch Abfurdicy in this Notion, asto venture, pofi- 


tively to affirm the contrary. But this (although true) 
would be nothing at all to our purpofe ; for the Que- 
ftion is, not wherber or no this Diftemper of Anne Thorn’s 
was occafioned by the power of the Devil , but whetber or no 
it appears to have been [o, upon thofe Proofs which Mr. Bragge 
bas given us. This, L fay, isthe thing to be confiderd ; 
and this is all chat I pretend to deny. I fay the fame 
thing with relation to fane Wenham’s being employed 
by the Devil as his Inftrument in all this Mifchief. a 

L 2 


But I do. not fee how ic will help Mr. Bragge, if as 
e pretends, he has given us all che Proofs for his Witch-. 
raft, that the Nature of the thing will admir of. It | 
gould indeed then be very unreafonable in any Man to’ 
xpect that he fhould give more; but then it would be 
full as unreafonable in him to expeét, that any one 
fhould believe it barely for that Reafon. . For where- 
ever the Thing in Queftion does not admit.of Evidence. 
to weigh with a reafonable Man, there the Nature of 
the Thing is fuch, that (be it never fo true) it cannot 
be the Obje& of a wife Man’s Faith. For our belief 
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do not deny but that fhe may poflibly, be a Witch, and&bat - 
that fhe may poffibly haye bewitched Anne Thorne ; and o{5 
Mr. Bragge, Of any one elfe can give me good prooffivoul 
of thar, I will believe ic. Bur I do noe rhink my’ felffbnly 
under any manner of obligation to do fo, upon thofelscrip: 
Arguments which have hitherto been urged to chis pur.Bato : 
eS am therefore willing to hope, that thefe Papers may oe ii 
in fome meafure juftify Mr. Juftice Purell in that diffa- 
tisfaction he difcovered at the Verdi that was brought 
againft this unhappy Woman, and that Mr. 
See Intr. Bragge will ask pardon of chat Worthy and 
ad Par. Eminent Man, for that Charge of Incredulity 
2, _—_—smwhich he has with fo little Modefty laid upon 
him. The Reader cannot but obferve, with 
how little defereace he fpeaks of him, whenfoever he 
has occafion to mention his Name ; and how angry he ff 
is that he was not as forward to believe all thofe Me@ 
Stories concerning this pretended Wirchcraft, as he him- ff 
felf, or the reft of thofe who related them ; and I doubt i 
not but he will be able from hence to form a true No- 
tion of the Charaé.r of the Man, when one of. fo con- 
fiderable a Station, and of fo great Worth, could not 
efcape his infolent Reflections. | 


--* But I do not. wonder at his rude treatment of Mr. BV 
Jaftice Powell, when he has not fpared even the Holy 
Oracles themfelves. Obferve with whatan Air he mag- 
nifies and extolls the Power of his fuppofed 
See his Sorcerefs. When, fays he, we {aw a poor Crip- im 
Pref. ple not only arife and walk bat run witha pro- fh 
| digious {wiftnefs,when we beard her complain grie- Gnd 
voufly and with tears, of the exceffive Torments fhe was under Hot 
upon the threatnings of a wicked Neighbour, Oc. we thought for 
it high time to beftir our felves. 1 could hardly have fro 
-thought, had I not feen it with my Eyes, thar any one fra 
re pretends to Religion, fhould.be able to write at Pe 
rate asthis. Had he no more than barely faid, 
that 
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nd&hat Anne Thorne was recovered perfectly from her Lames 


ndiefs by the Witchcraft of this Woman, this tho’ -falfe: . 


vould yet have been fomething pardonable. Bat:not 
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cripture-Terms, and thereby to draw his Lying Wonders 
atoa Parallel wich , nay, to give them the Preferenge 
the Miracles of our Bleffed Lord bimfelf ; This is(fuch 
Wien infolent Piece of Profanene/s, as he deferyes t 
a-mehgftifed for, rather with a Rod, than with Reafoning; 


or two'in behalf of chofe two Gentlemen of the 
EClercy, who came in as Evidences this Fame: 
neVenbam. It hasbeen pretended by a late Author, who 
h Bwrote againft.chis Witchcraft, as if they were a couple 


pofe upon the World, and make a fhow of Wonders;‘to 
upport.and magnify the Digniry of their Profeffion. I 
mm confident that this Charge has done chem no difcre- 
ic amongft thofe who know them; but I cannot fay 
ow ready fome may have been from hence, to enter- 
ain an ill Opinion of them; and cherefore L.take this 
Opportunity of endeavouring to clear them_ from: fo 
foul an. Afperfion, and cf letting the. World know that 
hey are quite another Sort of Men. If the Reader 
vill eruft. my, Ivegrity, he cannot reafonably queftion 
y Authority ; for 1 am perfonally acquainted with them 
both, and know them to be Perfons who make a Cone 
cience of attefting fuch Things as they know to be falfe, 
uch more of arrempting to take away rhe Life of any 
hom they think do not juftly deferve it.. How far 
ndeed they themfelves have been impofed upon, I do 
ot fay ; pceflibly they may have been fomewhat too 
forward in giving their Affene to the Truth of fome 
; Brories, and too hafty in the Conclufions which they have 
/ Prawn from them. But even in this I think they may 
| pe excufed ; for the Occurrences were fo feemingly 
| ftrange, 


nly to affert this and more, but. alfo co afferc)it im, 


I cannot conclude thefe Papers, without adding a 


f crafty-and defigning Men, who were willing to im-- 


| 


ftrange, and they fo. 
know not whether Wifer Men than they, had they been 


in their Places, would have difcharged rhemfelves bét- 
‘ter. ‘It is one Thing to confider of thefe Matters calmly 


and at a diftance, and another to have them before our 


Eyes, and to think of them in the midf of that‘hurry 
and furptize, which are-the neceffary Attendants of 
Things of chat Nature; and therefore I hope the World 
willnot refufe to give them the fame favourable’ Al. 
lowances which are in Juftice due to all Mankind. | 


Or: 


* And now having faid all that I think to be neceffaty, 


it's timé ‘to ‘difmifs my Reader, and to'thank him for 
the Patrence he has allowed me. It is very likely that 
Mri Bragee’s 
* See. Introd. 
Part, 


fome other Profpe&, may put him 


ges which he fays he is now engaged inty 
and Inclination, fhould permic him to 
divert his‘Pen once more this way, he will eicher give 
a folid Anfwer to what' f have offered, or he will not. 
If the former, I fhall have nothing more to fay; for 
as profefied at my Entrance upon this Subjeé&, rhat'l 


was ready to give up freely, upon juft and reafonable Grounds§ 


of Conviction; {o 1 declare my felf now to be of the 
fame Mind; and that I am neither fo much at Leifure, 
nor fo great a Stranger to Mode/fy and Good Breeding, as 
to hold up a Difpute merely for its own fake. Buti 


the Latter; FE fhall then have lefs Reafon to trouble my 


-Head any farther wich him, fince thefe Papers will 
then lofe norhing of their Force, and will therefore & 
able'at any time to fpeak for themfelves. | 


. 


Sita 


unfatiable Iteh after Scribling, joyned ‘With 


nearly concerned in them, thaeT# 


giving a Reply. If chofe * important 
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